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’Celebrate the Jew in Jesus this Christmas’ 



As anti-semitic violence breaks out around the 
world, the Bishop of Oxford urges us to remem- 
ber this Christmas that Jesus was born a Jew 



THIS Christmas, as always, we 
celebrate Jesus bom a Jew of a 
Jewish mother. He was nur- 
tured and shaped by the 
Judaism of his time. Judaism 
today is not a fossil, as our for- 
bears thought, but a living 
religion, with its own sense 
of a covenanted relationship 
with God. 

One of the ugliest manifesta- 
tions of our present troubled 
world is the resurgence of anti- 
Semitism. In recent months 
Jews have been targeted in 
Morocco; synagogues have 
been bombed in Paris 
and Istanbul and Dr 
Mahatahir, until recently the 
Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
expressed views about Jews that 
have not been heard since the 
time of Hitler. All this is in addi- 
tion to the usual desecration of 
Jewish graves - yes, in this 
country as well. 

No doubt some of this is 
fuelled by opposition to Israel 
and the United States. My own 



view is that Sharon’s policies are 
disastrous not just for the 
Palestinians but also for 
Israel - a view which seems 
to be shared by most of my 
Jewish friends. Nevertheless, as 
countless official Church state- 
ments since World War II have 
reminded us, disregard for the 
security and safety of Israel 
is incompatible with good 
Jewish/Christian relations. 
Anti-Semitism is insidious and a 
very light sleeper. 

Whilst the current spate 
of anti-Semitic violence and 
rhetoric does not come from 
Christian quarters, it is 
important not to forget the 
appalling record of the Church 
in relation to Jewish people. We 
need constant vigilance to 
ensure that our teaching and 
preaching does not set up 
Judaism as a foil to Christianity 
or suggest that Judaism is the 
bad guy and Christianity the 
good one. 

Rt Revd Richard Harries 




THE Nativity story captured here by our photographer Frank Blackwell 
is from a stained glass window in a church in our Diocese. The Door 
wishes all its readers a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 



Synod backs new way ahead for Diocese 



Synod members met on 
a rainswept day to dis- 
cuss the future strategy 
of the Diocese - and the 
vacancy in Reading 

THE future strategy of the dio- 
cese has been given a resound- 
ing ‘yes’ vote by Synod. The 



strategy document sets out the 
future direction for the 
Church in terms of financial 
and other challenges. It 
includes moves to try and to 
make the ‘parish share’ - the 
amount of money parishes pay 
to the diocese - more fair on 
growing churches. 

Called ‘Shaping the Future 
Together’, the strategy docu- 



ment is available on the dioce- 
san website. 

Synod members met on a 
wet and windy Saturday in 
High Wycombe - a date which 
unfortunately clashed with the 
Rugby World Cup finals! 

They had an ‘energetic’ 
debate on the strategy, dis- 
cussing ways of extending lay 
people’s involvement in the 



life of deaneries, financial 
challenges and the need 
for training. 

There was a boost with 
news of a better than predict- 
ed financial result for the year, 
despite warnings of a signifi- 
cant shortfall in the Church 
House staff pension fund. 

Brian Newey, Chairman of 
the Board of Finance, said 
thanks to better than expected 
income, and lower than pre- 



dicted expenditure, there was 
money in hand to address the 
situation. 

Progress on new Bishop 

Members then held a listening 
exercise on their experiences 
and feelings around the sum- 
mer’s events on the appoint- 
ment of Jeffrey John as Bishop 
of Reading, and his subse- 
quent withdrawal. Bishop 
Richard outlined the process 
for finding a new Bishop. 



There is a hope that he will be 
announced by May 2004. 

Elections 

The House of Laity elected 
Penny Keens, unopposed, for 
a second term as their 
Chairman. In a contested elec- 
tion presided over by Canon 
Simon Brown, the out-going 
Chair of the House of Clergy, 
the Revd Andrew Bunch (St 
Giles, Oxford) became Chair 
of the House of Clergy. 
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Why a quarrel in a diocese 
far away is so important 




WHAT has it got to do with us, 
this ‘quarrel in a far away 
country between people of 
whom we know nothing’, as 
Neville Chamberlain infa- 
mously said of Hitler’s annex- 
ation of the Sudetenland in 
1938? The media love a row 
and there are plenty of interest 
groups and propagandists 
about who delight in stirring 
things up. And certainly we 
have plenty of other important 
issues to which we need to 
devote our energies at home 
and abroad. Why bother 
about who is to be a bishop in 
a small American diocese? 

That serious issues are 
involved was clear when a 
special meeting of the 
Primates of the Communion 
declared that if the American 
church consecrated as bishop 
an openly active homosexual 
priest, the future of the 
Communion itself would be 
put in jeopardy. Why should 
the leaders of the world-wide 
church consider this one ethi- 
cal issue so significant? 
There are three reasons. 

First, it raises the issue of 
how seriously we take what 
the Bible teaches. Our formu- 
laries say that the Bible is the 



controlling authority for what 
Anglicans believe and how we 
order our lives. That view was 
strongly re-stated by the 
Lambeth Conference in 1998 
in its pronouncement on 
homosexuality. And our own 
House of Bishops has recently 
re-affirmed it in its report on 
human sexuality. But for some 
the Bible is an authority, not 
the authority. In their view 
what it says has to be subject 
to the judgement of our cur- 
rent culture and interests: if 
our culture has ‘moved on’, 
our what the Bible says is 
unpalatable, then we are not 
bound to follow it. 

So the underlying question 
remains: is what the Bible says 
our controlling authority for 
our faith and conduct - or just 
a collection of disputed texts 
from which we select what 
appeals to us? 

Inclusive church? 

The second issue is about the 
church: surely, we are told, we 
must be ‘inclusive’. Jesus 
showed a particular concern 
for minorities and the margin- 
alized. So we must welcome 
all people into our church and 
its leadership positions irre- 
spective of their sexual 
lifestyle. But ‘inclusive’ is 
rarely defined. Certainly, the 
Gospel is for everyone - but 
what response does it receive? 
Jesus spoke a great deal about 
the repentance and transfor- 
mation responding t o His 
love should call forth. Paul, 



Peter and Jude strongly con- 
demned those propounding 
false doctrine and immorality. 
Everyone acknowledges some 
limits: we believe in the ‘one 
holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church’ and in the Trinity. 
These beliefs exclude those 
who do not share them - until, 
by God’s grace, they can. 
Moreover, many who affirm 
inclusivity on one issue (e.g. 
sexuality) equally strongly 
affirm exclusivity on others 
(e.g. opposition to the ordina- 
tion of women). 

Fellowship and difference 
Controversy is not new to the 
church. There always have 
been differences amongst us. 
Some can be contained within 
the fellowship on the basis of 
the ‘common ground’ which 
we share. The genius of 
Anglicanism, it is often said, 
has been in that ability to be 
^comprehensive’. But that 
requires a certain way of con- 
ducting ourselves. World-wide 
Anglicanism does not have a 
formal, over-riding institu- 
tional source of authority. It is 
a family held together by 
bonds of affection. 

Most families have disagree- 
ments. The way to contain 
them is to listen to one anoth- 
er and then to consider their 
effect on other members. We 
may have the right to act uni- 
laterally - but we refrain from 
doing so for the sake of others 
if our action would create dif- 
ficulty. We place the interests 



of others above our own 
(Philippians 2:3 and 4). Sadly, 
that is what the American 
church refuses to do. The 
Primates’ appeals, the con- 
cerns of those provinces where 
the church is under attack 
from a hostile majority reli- 
gion or state, have been 
ignored. The plea for restraint 
has met a defiant rejection. 
What sort of communion or 
fellowship is this? What kind 
of leadership is offered when 
the Presiding Bishop of the 
American Church subscribes 
to the unanimous statement of 
the Primates of fhe 
Communion and within days 
does the exact opposite of 
what that statement asks? 

In England it’s different. 
The Bishops have re-affirmed 
their policy, based on scripture 
and catholic order, and pro- 
duced a ‘guide to the debate’. 
The challenge is to engage in 
debate within the limits set by 
the controlling authority of 
scripture. Do we challenge the 
prevailing values of our cul- 
ture or concede to them? 
When Jesus spoke to the 
authorities of his day, His was 
the language of repentance 
and faith, not concession 
and accommodation. 

Dr Philip Giddings is 
convenor of Anglican 
Mainstream and one of the 
Diocese's representatives on the 
General Synod . 



New Church guide 
to sex debate 



A NEW guide to the debate on 
human sexuality in the Church 
has been launched by the Bishop 
of Oxford. 

The study guide, Some Issues 
in Human Sexuality, explores in 
depth attitudes to and under- 
standing of gay, bisexual and 
transexual people in the Church. 

It is intended as a 'explorato- 
ry and educational tool 7 for cler- 
gy and laity. 

It draws no new conclusions 
and does not seek to change the 
1991 view expressed by the 
House of Bishops that hetero- 
sexual marriage is the 'proper 
context 7 for sexual activity. 

But it does call for compas- 
sion towards gays who it 
says should be treated as 
'equal Christians 7 . 



It calls on the Church to wc 
to combat homophobia and v 
lence, and questions t 
'unhealthy obsession 7 wi 
sexual sin. 

It is hoped the guide will 
used by deaneries and parish 
as a tool for debate. 

The Bishop said: 'There is 
real hunger in diocese a 
parishes to look seriously at t 
issue of sexuality and engage 
a sensible debate. 7 

The Rt Revd Richard Harri 
chaired the working party th 
drew up the study guide. 

The Diocese is consider! 
tailoring a study programme 1 
parishes and deaneries 
the subject. 

It will be eventually be deb; 
ed by General Synod. 



Celebrating the future of the Church 



Plans to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of women’s ordi- 
nations are well underway. 

In Oxford on Saturday 24 
April 2004 we will be cele- 
brating the church and look- 
ing to the future of the church. 
Also celebrating all that 
women as priests have 
brought and continue to bring 
to the church, and looking 
forward to the time when the 
House of Bishops includes 
women. On Sunday 25th 
April we are also planning 
services in the churches where 
the first women in this diocese 
were ordained priest in 1994. 
These will be in the evening 
and we hope that the women 



ordained will return and bri 
their families and friends. ^ 
also hope that the loc 
deaneries will attend the 
services gathering togeth 
both to give thanks for all th 
we already do together ai 
seeking God's vision for t 
future of the church. 

Has anyone any pictures 
other archive material relati: 
to the ordination of women 
priests? We would really li 
to make a display of tl 
material in Oxford that wee 
end and, depending on what 
available, to make it availal 
in other places during the ye 
Revd Theresa Sc 
01628 824A 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of 1 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Making your 
money work 
for you and 
for others 



Services include: 

• Current accounts 

• Savings accounts 

• Mortgages 

• Personal loans 



Faith House, 23-24 Lovat Lane, 
London EC3R 8EB 
Tel: 020 7398 5400 
Fax: 020 7398 5401 

www.reliancebankltd.com 

info@reliancebankltd.com 
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News 



Milton Keynes welcomes first woman moderator 




Our pictures are (clockwise from top left): Revd Paul Goodliff, Revd Anne Brown, Monseignor Kevin McDonald, Revd Terry Oakley, the 
Bishop of Buckingham, Alan Wilson, with new ecumenical moderator Dr Mary Cotes, (right) the laying on of hands during the commis- 
sioning service; (bottom) friends of all faiths congregated in the Church of Christ the Cornerstone in Milton Keynes. 

Photos by Frank Blackwell 



FRIENDS of all 

faiths thronged the 
Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes 
on Saturday 22 November to 
see the induction of Revd Dr 
Mary Cotes as the 
new Ecumenical 
Moderator for the 
city. The congrega- 
tion also contained 
national ecumenical 
leaders, local digni- 
taries and church 
leaders, as well as 
visitors from France 
and Wales, prompt- 
ing the Revd Richard 
Cattley to say ‘Don’t mention 
the rugby!’ 

The position of Ecumenical 
Moderator is a fairly new one, 
and the role continues to 
grow. The previous holder, 
Revd Murdoch MacKenzie, 
saw in the formation of the 
Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council, combining four 
church bodies and committing 
them to pursue mission 
through this. Mary is a Baptist 



whose previous 
appointment 
involved another feat of join- 
ing - uniting St David’s 
Uniting Church in Pontypridd, 
South Wales, with St David’s 
Presbyterian Church. 

The new 
Moderator was for- 
mally welcomed by 
Revd Paul Goodliff, 
the Lead President, 
the Mayor, a repre- 
sentative from 
Interfaith and Mike 
Morris, the Lay 
Chair, as well as a 
baby and an adult to 
represent the city’s child and 
adult populations. 

Dr Cotes’s appointment 
comes at an exciting time. 
Milton Keynes has been desig- 
nated as a major focus for 
housing development in the 
southeast, and the population 
is set to double. Dr Cotes said 
that the biggest challenge fac- 
ing her was ‘being part of this 
expanding, developing com- 
munity’ and ‘discovering new 
ways of being church’. 



by Kate Griffin 




Dr Mary Cotes 



r 




i Eco-column 



I ‘Progress’ is a funny thing. 
I Two items from the recent 
I news stick in my mind. One 
I was the last scheduled 
I Concorde flights. Aeroplane 
1 enthusiasts, nearly in tears, 

* wondered how we could pos- 

* sibly be withdrawing the 

* world’s most advanced pas- 
| senger airliner and replacing it 
I with old fashioned sub-sonic 
I aircraft. Sleek and fast it may 



have been; nevertheless 
Concorde was dreadfully 
noisy and, more importantly, 
fuel hungry and polluting in 
comparison with the small 
number of passengers it could 
carry. The other item was a 
victory in the law courts for 
people who use rickshaws to 
carry tourists around the 
sights of London. The taxi 
drivers were not happy. 
Rickshaws, powered by a per- 
son pedalling, were seen as a 
humiliating contrast to a 
modern diesel taxicab. “It 
makes us look like a third 
world country” muttered one 
taxi driver darkly. Yet what is 
really more sophisticated as a 
means of transport in busy 



London streets? A large taxi- i 
cab, pumping out carbon i 
dioxide and particulates, 1 
trapped in congested roads, or i 
a rickshaw slipping past the * 
queues and powered by no * 
more than the driver’s morn- j 
ing cornflakes? These appar- ^ 
ent contradictions should not | 
come as a surprise to | 
Christians. Did not Jesus, | 
talking of those who would | 
make up the kingdom of I 
Heaven, say that ‘some who 1 
are last will be first and some 1 
who are first will be last’? * 
That is exactly the topsy- * 
turviness demanded by the * 
environmental crises we face, j 

Revd Ian N. James is the 1 

Diocesan Environment Advisor I 

mmtmmmmmmvmmmmmmmmmmmmm* 



Hundreds flock to yourkingdomcome events 



'A BRILLIANT day../ 'We'd like 
more of the same...' 'It was a 
fantastic day; the conversation in 
the car going home was incredi- 
ble' were among the many com- 
ments following the launch of 
yourkingdomcome on 1 
November at St George's, Wash 
Common, Berkshire 
and at The Marlborough 
School, Oxfordshire. 

Bishop Richard preached and 
celebrated a Eucharist at St 
George's, seminars and work- 
shops on different aspects of 
prayer were held during the day 
and a reflective time of worship 
designed and led by sisters of the 
Community of St Mary the 
Virgin, Wantage brought the day 
to an appropriate conclusion. 

At the Marlborough School, 
Woodstock, Bishop Colin led 
worship in two very different 
styles at either end of the day. A 
symbolic act to mark the signing 



of the Anglican-Methodist 
Covenant in London formed part 
of the early worship. 'Praying in 
Good Company' was the theme 
of the Keynote Address given by 
Revd Alison White of the 
Springboard Team. 

There was a choice of 19 
workshops as well as an inter- 
active exhibition. Nearly £750 
was collected for Christians in 
Iraq and Amnesty 
International. There will be ser- 
mons to further support us dur- 
ing these next weeks. Contact 
your Area Dean or parish devel- 
opment adviser for information 
about what is happening in your 
area or visit the website. 

A further 100 plus people in 
Buckinghamshire Archdeaconry 
attended two local events led by 
Bishop Alan who will be taking 
the theme yourkingdom come 
into further deanery events dur- 
ing the next few weeks. 



Now the energy flows Into 
deaneries and parishes 

During the weeks beyond 1 
November and into Advent, 
deaneries and parishes will be 
promoting many opportunities to 
deepen the life of prayer. Find 
out from your incumbent what is 
happening in your area or visit 
the yourkingdomcome pages on 
the diocesan web site 
www.oxford.anqlican.orQ/your 
kinodomcome . As well as infor- 
mation, there are ideas and 
resources for personal and group 
prayer for all ages to support our 
praying during the Kingdom and 

Advent seasons. 

by Barbara Doubfire 

yourkingdomcome prayer material 
designed for children but easily 
adapted for use by adults is being 
placed on these web pages week- 
by-week for down-loading 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 




For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO. CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD. HIGH WYCOMBE. 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



INTERESTED IN 
THEOLOGICAL TRAINING? 



Trinity College 



BRISTOL 

is holding an OPEN DAY on 
Wednesday 28 January 2004 

Are you considering theological study? 
Are you thinking about training for lay or 
ordained ministry? Would you like to sample 
theological college life? 

Then this Open Day is for you! 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Barbara Clifton, Admissions Secretary 
Tel: 0117 968 2803 - Fax: 0117 968 7470 
or email: admissions@trinity-bns.acuk 



ARji sfs in StAinED G lass 
DAviD Wasley ITlA.ATC.DipAD.FmGP. 

ConSERVATOR Q- RESTORATiOIT SPECiALiST 

01494 773712 

WWW.3RDmiLLEnniUItlARTiSTS.CO. UK 




Aspects of 
Bereavement 

J a series of 8 lectures 

/ in Oxford beginning 

m Com _ _ 

1 Bereavement January 15th 2004 

X at 7 . 30 pm 

For more details and an application form ring 

01865 202242 

or write to: 

Oxford Cruse, Wesley Memorial Hall 
New Inn Hall Street, Oxford OXl 2DH 






m 

Red Bordeaux 1990 & older 
Vintage Port 1970 & older 
White Burgundy 1992 & older 
Red Burgundy 1990 & older 

ANY WINES from 
1943/53/63 & 1944/54/64 
( any q uantity . but must be well 
stored please) 

IF YES then please contact: 

RICHARD BRAZIER 

Tel: 01793 731886 
Fax: 01793 731887 



or e-mail on: 

r.brazier @ virgin.net 






Quality & Personal Service 
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New Director of 
Education for Diocese 

Leslie Stephen has been 
appointed as the new Director 
of Education for the Diocese. 

He is responsible for 280 
church schools, the largest 
number of schools in any dio- 
cese. The schools range from 
large urban schools to tiny 
rural primary schools, spanning 
from Berkshire to Milton 
Keynes. 

He comes to the post with a 
background as a senior officer 
in Berkshire Local Education 
Authority. He is also an Ofsted 
registered inspector. 

He came to the UK from 
South India, and studied at 
Aberystwyth University. His 
family have a long history of 
work in faith schools in India. 

Leslie is married to a teacher 
and has two children. 



required for 

s Church Bedford 



Organist and Choir Director 



Sung Eucharist 

Sung Evensong the first Sunday of the month 
Plus occasional mid-week evening services 
Friday evening choir practice 

RSCM rates plus fees 

For details 

Canon Christopher Dent 

Tel: 01234 216881 

standrew.bedford@btopenworld.com 



ORGANIST 

AVAILABLE ! 

for Christmas duties 

The incredible Digital Hymnal system instantly plays 
over 2300 tunes from memory, in any key and at 
any speed. 

Hymns, Worship songs, Mass Settings and 
incidental music. 

New U.K. repertoire suitable for use by all major 
denominations. 

Choose from 128 pipe organ and orchestral sounds. 

No musical or technical knowledge required. 
Already used by hundreds of churches throughout 
the U.K. 

Call now for free info pack & CD 

020 8680 9747 

Digital Hymnals UK Ltd 
9 South End Croydon CRO 1 BE 

www.digital-hymnal.com 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



Christine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 

Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments, 
furnishings and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 



3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK 18 IQ) Tel: 01280 816053 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
ancL^rounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

^OUSE Oxon 0^7 1SD 

NURSING HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 



The College of St Barnabas 

Single & Married Accommodation for retired Clergy, 
Readers, and Lay Workers in two-roomed flats. 
Chapels with daily services, libraries, full catering, 
laundry and cleaning. . 

Provision for Residential and Nursing Care. 

(the College is situated next to Dormans Station 53mins 
from Victorial 
Enquiries to: 

The Warden, College of St Barnabas, 
Blalckberry Lane, Lingfield RH7 6NJ 

Telephone 01342 870260 Ext 25 

Website: www.st-barnabas.org.uk 
e-mail: coltofstbarnabas@aol.com 

The College of St Barnabas is a Registered Charity 
Number 205220 

We are dependent upon gifts and legacies to help us to 
continue caring for retired Clergy 



COLLEGE OF ST BARNABAS 

Sandwiched between the race-course and Dormans station lies a 
place less well known than either. It needs to be much better known, 
especially by its neighbours in Dormansland and Lingfield. 

St Barnabas is not a seat of learning. It is a refuge for older, retired 
Anglican priests who have devoted their lives to the spread of 
Christianity either in this country or overseas - and most of whom are 
busy still. It includes their wives and widows, some of them Christian 
workers in their own right. 

If St Barnabas is not a seat of learning neither is it remotely like an 
ordinary old peoples' home. It consists of men and women who are 
still dedicated to a Christian purpose and a life of prayer. Subject to 
the limitations of their age they still live and work for that purpose. 
And the first thing that strikes any visitor is the friendship and sheer 
happiness of the place. The refectory rings with laughter morning, 
noon and night. 

The College is unique in that though it is Anglican it is financially 
independent of the Church of England. We are therefore dependent 
upon donations and legacies for the continuation of our charitable 
purpose. 



Former DOOR business manager Tim Russian (pictured with 
Bishop Richard) was awarded the order of St Frideswide, during 
a service at Christ Church Cathedral. The order acknowledges the 
important service of lay people in the diocese and compares to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury's Order of St Augustine. 



Four new honorary canons have been installed at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Pictured with the Bishop of Oxford, (from left to right) 
they are Revd Dr Brian Meardon, Revd Nick Fennemore, Revd Alan 
Bennett and Revd Norman Brown. Photos by Richard Hancock f ^ 



Well bread -The seven rural 
parishes of the Hermitage 
team in West Berkshire deter- 
mined to make their ‘team 
day’ an unusual one. Instead 
of talks and seminars they 
offered workshops on music, 
drama, dance, art and Bible 
study, while the children made 
fresh bread. All of their efforts 
- including the bread - were 
then brought together in a 
closing Eucharist. The singers 
and musicians led the wor- 
ship. The actors performed 
the Gospel reading and the 
opening greetings of the 
Eucharistic prayer. The artists 
decorated the chancel with 
their interpretations of the 
day’s theme ‘Your Kingdom 
Come’. The Bible study work- 
shops provided material for 
the homily and all the dancers 
danced the Gloria. The day 
was such a success that a resi- 
dential weekend is now 
planned for next year.’. 

Live broadcast 

Dorchester Abbey was the 
place for a live broadcast of 
the Radio 4 Morning Service 
on 2 November. 1.8 million 
people tuned in to a service 
that prayed to be a truly 
inspired act of worship. In 
particular the three talks by 
Canon David Winter, so much 
of which came from his own 
recent experience of bereave- 
ment, were much appreciated. 
Within a few days he received 
more than 50 letters and 
phone calls. Canon John 
Crowe commented: ‘We felt 
lifted up and given extra 
strength to voice and articu- 
late the message of the 
Resurrection.’ 

Share the Celebration - 

Christian Aid is supplying a 
range of resources to give 
Christmas extra meaning this 
year. Send an e-card and give 
the money saved to a worthy 
cause, or buy an extra present 
for someone in the Third 



World. You could even hold 
your own Christmas fundrais- 
ing party with a difference. 
www.christianaid.org.uk/chris 
tmas 




Members of St Mary's Sunday 
School, Witney gear up for 
fundraising for Christian Aid. 



Archbishop comes to 
Kingham Hill - Dr Rowan 
Williams, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, visited Kingham 
Hill School, an independent 
school in the North Cotswolds, 
to give an address, answer 
questions and be presented 
with a work of calligraphy. 




EFM needs you! - 

Education for Ministry (EFM) 
is looking for new members to 
meet in North Oxford next 
year. One of the aims of the 
EFM course is to provide the- 
ological education for lay peo- 
ple, helping them to apply 
their faith more fully in their 
lives. For more 

information, visit 
www.efmuk . o rg.uk 

Saints and Sausages - 

Dozens of children turned up 
for an alternative Halloween 
party in Little Milton, 
Oxfordshire. The event was 
put on by a team of Sunday 
school teachers (Sarah, 
Lucinda, Hil, Jane, Christine 
and Sally). Parents said they 




Making lanterns to lighten the 
darkness at All Saints party 

were ‘really struck by the pos- 
itive atmosphere’. 

First concert - Dr Sue 

Ledger conducts her first con- 
cert as Director of Music for 
Wallingford Parish on 13 
December in St Mary’s 
Church, Wallingford. More 
details and tickets from Roger 
Morgan (01491 837494). 

Oldest reader’s platinum 
celebration - Donald 
Prytherch and his wife Emmie 
will be celebrating their 70th 
wedding anniversary on 
December 23. At 95, Donald 
lays claim to being the oldest 
reader in the diocese - he 
reads at the local deaf centre 
and until recently also read at 




his local church of St Peter 
and St Paul in Botley, spread- 
ing the gospel in sign lan- 
guage. Donald and Emmie 
will be marking their platinum 
anniversary with a family 
party, to be attended by their 
two sons, five grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren! 

by Kate Griffin 



Cheese Millefeuilles 



by Ann Way, our cookery writer 

THIS is a very good savoury dish for a party. I first made it many years ago. The recipe comes 
from a small booklet written by Rosemary Hume who ran the Cordon Bleu Cookery School in 
London. My family and friends like it so I hope some of you will add the recipe to your 



Christmas cooking! 

Ingredients 

250 gm - 8 oz flaky pastry (bought ready made 

90gm - 3 oz butter 

250 gm - 8 oz grated Cheshire cheese 

2 tablespoons lightly whipped cream 

2-3 tablespoons boiling milk 

1 pinch mustard powder 

A good grinding of cayenne pepper for top 

Salt and pepper 

A few olives or gherkins for decoration 
Some small, fresh, celery leaves and stalks 




Method v— * 

Roll out pastry thinly to a large, even rectangular shape to fit your largest baking tin. Prick and 
bake in a hot oven (Gas mark 7, 425F or 220 degrees C). Take out when it is golden brown. 
Allow to cool slightly, then cut and trim into three wide, even strips. Set aside and reserve the 
trimmings. Cream the butter and work in the cheese little by little, softening it with the hot 
milk. When it is blended well and really creamy, fold in the whipped cream and season with the 
salt and pepper and the mustard powder. Spread the mixture on the strips, placing them careful- 
ly on top of one another. Place on a pretty, oblong plate or dish. Press the top slice down gently 
with a baking sheet to make them firm before adding the last bit of cheese mixture. Decorate 
the top with a fork. Crumble the trimmings and press around the sides. Grind a little paprika 
over the top and decorate with olives or gherkins around the edges and celery around the base. 
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Interview. . . 



A Christmas Day 
in the life of... 



While you are eating your Christmas pudding, spare a thought for 
those for whom Christmas Day means another day at work. The 
Door spoke to three people who will be working on the day in very 
different jobs - a nurse, a country vicar with 11 parishes to look 
after, and a staff member at a day centre for the homeless. 




Juliet Taylor testing the hearing of three week old Nio at Milton 
Keynes general hospital. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



CHRISTMAS Day this year 
will begin very early for me. I 
have to be at work in Milton 
Keynes General Hospital by 
7.30 in the morning. 

I work as a newborn hearing 
screener, and as babies are 
born all year round, someone 
always has to be in working. 

When we get in, we will go 
round to the patients and 
babies and lay out little gifts 



for them to celebrate 
Christmas. We usually put 
something at the end of each 
bed and baby cot. 

No-one really wants to be in 
hospital at Christmas so we try 
and make the day as special as 
we can for them. Doctors 
always try and discharge 
everyone they possibly can on 
Christmas Eve, but there are 
always some babies who come 



j. 




Rector Richard Harrison at work in 
one of his eleven parishes 



CHRISTMAS begins with 
three celebrations of Midnight 
Mass in the Benefice - so from 
the start some of the themes of 
Christmas in the country 
come across: dependence 

upon the incredible goodwill 
of retired clergy to take servic- 
es; prayers for ice- and fog- 
free weather conditions and 
an awareness of the stillness 
and darkness of the country- 
side - we can certainly see the 
stars more clearly here! But 
does that mean that what the 
stars point to can be seen 



more clearly too? 

There is definitely a strange 
quality to Midnight Mass in a 
small country church, where 
everybody knows everybody 
else, even if, as elsewhere, 
most of the people in church 
come at no other time. Still, 
we are all family. 

I am the Vicar of eleven 
parishes, so in the morning it 
is a matter of three down and 
eight to go: three celebration 
of Holy Communion for me 
and two for my colleague, a 
wonderful retired (NSM) 
priest who takes several serv- 
ices just about every Sunday 
throughout the year and is 
known and trusted by my 
parishioners in a way that I 
still working towards: this is 
after all only my second 
Christmas as a Vicar. Up until 
now I have been a curate and 
then a School Chaplain: a 
steep learning curve! 

This year weare blessed by 
having a Ugandan priest to 
take two of the services. He is 
living in the empty Vicarage in 



on the day! 

Often, there is effort made 
to make the day better for the 
staff too, with Christmas food 
left out for us. They do try and 
make it pleasant, so il don’t 
mind coming in. I do love my 
job and the Christmas duty is 
usually shared out by staff. 

There is a church service in 
the chapel, but because 
of my shift pattern I don’t 
think I’ll be able to get 
to that, unfortunately. I will 
miss the ones at my 
local church in Stony Stratford 
too, but I will go to the carol 
service the Sunday before. 

My job consists of screening 
new babies to check their hear- 
ing. We try and screen all 
babies before they leave hospi- 
tal, just to check there aren’t 
any problems. 

I’ve no idea how busy I 
will be on the day; it all 
depends how many babies 
have been born! 

But I should finish my shift 
at around lunchtime. Then I 
will go home and have a 
Christmas lunch with my chil- 
dren. 

They are quite grown-up 
now - 21 and 18. I hope to 
have prepared most of the 
lunch, and sorted out all the 
presents, the day before so I 
can enjoy the rest of my 
Christmas Day. 

Juliet Taylor 



Filkins, where we are still 
waiting for a successor to my 
House-for-Duty colleague cru- 
elly taken from us in March in 
a road accident. Two other 
retired clergy will also help. I 
am not married - just as well, 
as no family time would be 
possible. I will be celebrating 
at Shilton at 9, then 10.15 at 
Black Bourton and then 11.30 
at Kencot. The pastoral nature 
of my Benefice will be all too 
clear as I drive between these 
parishes, remembering the 
shepherds called, with the cat- 
tle, to adore the Infant Jesus in 
the stall. I will also appreciate 
that for the farmers this is a 
day like any other with all its 
attendant duties. 

My day will end by escaping 
to eat Christmas dinner and 
stay with clergy friends in 
Oxford: Christmas commun- 
ions can wait for the rest of 
the octave! 

Father Richard Harrison 
Rector, Shill Valley, Oxon 




Sean Tooher serving up fish and chips at Steppin' Stone day centre for the 
homeless in Oxford. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



I WILL be working Christmas 
Day at Steppin’ Stone, the day 
centre in Oxford which caters 
for homeless and poorly 
housed people in the city. It 
may sound strange but I’m 
really looking forward to it. 
My family are in Ireland, so I 
don’t usually see them at 
Christmas anyway. 

This will be the first time I’ve 
worked at the centre on 



Christmas Day. I will need to 
get in around 11am to set up 
for lunch. We are going to 
open at 12 for our regular 
clients. It is reserved places 
only on the day, so we can 
offer a proper Christmas lunch 
for them. 

We want to make Christmas 
really special, or as special as 
we can. I’m aware of how 
lucky I am to have a 



home and job and friends, so I 
want to do all I can to make 
this time of year special for 
others. Without the centre, our 
clients wouldn’t have any 
Christmas at all. 

When I get in I’ll help out 
with the cooking - we hope to 
have turkey and all the trim- 
mings - and decorate the place. 
We are going to have a 
Christmas quiz of some sort 
after lunch. We start and end 
the day with prayers. 

I expect I’ll finish just before 
6pm, so there will be plenty of 
time for me to celebrate with 
my friends. I’m planning on 
going out for a meal and a few 
drinks. To me, it doesn’t seem 
like I’m giving up my day at all. 
I think I’m really going to 



good €n i°y it - 

Sean Tooher 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 




Home 




Motor 




Wedding 




Travel 



( 0 ) 

ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecclesiastical@eigmail.com 
A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 
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Medina Vail 



For further information, please catlour friendly 

. - _ JL - 

team - SuCSarah or Tony on: 



Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 

Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a clear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



MENORCA 

2 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 4 plus baby. 
Terrace with BBQ, 
overlooking shared pool 
and garden. 

From £250 - £450 a week 

Tel: 01793 721897 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



r )ov> riiei<i>me HIT DlO( HUIP lei: 

01694 722869 

uiiuiiJ.botvgletdrin.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Peace in rural France Hs gl p, 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house i 

in a charming village near Saumur is 

simply furnished, but comfortable. You 

can fish from the garden and good food, 

swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 

from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 

but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 

Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 



♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



FflMIIY HOMI H0RIPA 



Luxury 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home sleeps 10. 



Air-conditioning, own pool, quiet location, 
5 miles Disney. From £395-£595 per week. 



0114 2303849 

www.magic-sun. co. uk 



HOLIDAY TIME 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Individuals ~ Families 
Church Groups ~ Youth Groups 



dinghy sailing 
open canoeing 
activity weeks 
explore the Island 
optional Bible studies 



SWIIZIRIANI 



Two centres. Hotel Viktoria 
Hasliberg June I9th-24th ar 
Hotel Artos Interlaken - 
June 24th-July 1st 2004. 
If you are interested please 
contact Joan Gilbert 
01202 293349 or email 
joangilbert@onetel. net.uk 



WEST countr; 

Bed and Breakfas 

2 mins off A38 as you ent 
Cornwall. 1 double room, e 
suite for the weary travelk 
Please call for details: 

01752 317799 

Email: 

expattax@btopenworld.ee 



Call 01983 522195 or visit 

www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 



Costa Blanc 



Semi detached Family Vii 
in off road location 

Nr Torrevieja, Alican 

close by Villa Martin Go! 
Course. Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooi 
2 bathrooms, 3 terraces 
Right next to 2 pools. 
Central heating, Cable T\ 
From £260 - £490 p/i 
Tel: 01189 4766 « 



FRANCE 

Country cottage in 
Cognac vineyards 
Sleeps up to 6 , pool. 
From £250 pw. 

Tel: 01793 «7359A 

email: 

dgj_burch@yahoo.co.uk 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 

All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



nWINHCMH 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

inclrt M: 01239 120343 

Emall:lnfo@gellNawT.co.uk 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



, GATWICK-8 mins. 

' ' r Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian A Uz Ptdlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: lBfoeaprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprltcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



^Peaceful 

Private accommodation for holiday, retreat, 
or rest for Priests and Religious in lovely 
Windsor county , 

Cottages for x- 6 people, every convenience, 
near Heathrow and Henley. 

Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green, 
Reading RGio 9XP. 

Tel: 0118 940 29 64 



L00E/P0LPERR0 

«anRMNKinuE 

Set in 2'h acres of gardens & 
grounds. Private location, Nr The 
Eden Project Sleeps 6 & 4. No pets. 

Tel: 01503 264571 

www.pittstops.co.uk 
Availabilities for Christmas/ 
New Year & beyond 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



a look at Winter holidays 



Why not take 



Medina Valley Centre 



If your concept of a group holiday 
conjures up images of "hi-de-hi" 
style camp conditions and enforced 
activities, you will either love or 
hate the thought of getting 
together with others for relaxation, 
shared interests or just for fun. 
Those who are the life and soul of the 
party, the church house group, the 
school or uni team or club revel in 
group activities secure in the 
knowledge, that they belong. 

More retiring or less confident 
personalities who are truly happiest 
when alone with nature, a book 
, computer or a few close friends or 
family, or who find themselves living 
alone may be more reluctant to join in 
and thus miss out on the benefits. 

Such individuals sometimes feel adrift 
in their church fellowship among a sea 
of couples and families; others recall 
with dread, past Christmas family 
gatherings buzzing with tension. They 
are cheered to read of the many 
mansions in heaven, allowing close 
communion of saints within the 
comfort of clearly defined boundaries! 
The government has recently decided 
that group residential activities are a 
vital experience for 10s - 14s and will 
be offered to all. Church youth 
organisations have run similar weeks 
for years - Guide, Scout, BB, Crusader 



and SU camps or New Wine, Living 
Waters. These excellent ventures 
provide young people with enjoyment, 
education and social skills coupled with 
communicating the gospel in relevant, 
attractive ways. 

Conversely for many families struggling 
with work/life balance issues, a holiday 
away together would be an ideal time 
to share in activities and unwind. The 
mark of early Christians was inclusive 
love for each other and their 
proselytising zeal to include outsiders. 
Group holidays enable church 
members of all ages to invite those on 
the margins to join in, drawing closer 
to each other and to God. 

Whatever your individual or shared 
interest or inclination, physical 
capabilities, age group, budget or 
preferred venue, you can guarantee 
there will be a Christian hotel, guest 
house, outdoor pursuits centre, or torn 
to suit your requirements either in the 
UK or abroad. Many offer discounts foi 
quite small groups. Look through these 
holiday pages or use an internet searcl 
engine or Christian venue finding 
service such as is offered by 
www.cci.org.uk Don't turn the page - 
come on in and bring your individual 
contribution to the party - for the gooc 
of all. 



os 



fiM 



Comfortable 2 bedroom 
house, air conditioning, all 
mod cons. Sleeps 6, pool 
& patio. From £250 pw. 

Tel: 01844 275815 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email- narkwav/fflpirrnm npt 



Hying from Gatwick? 

For low cost accommodation 
and holiday parking (2 rooms 
for the disabled) (5 minutes 
from airport). Contact: 



58 Massette Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 70S 

Tel: 01293 775998 Fax: 01293 823103 

email: ernest@springwood58.u-net.com 
www.springwood58.u-net.com 



HIS SAFE 

The Holy Land 

11 DAYS. 21st - 31st Oct 2004 

Meet the people - visit the places. 
New half-term holiday. All in 
price £960 (no extras) Led by 
regular visitor to die land - 
Rev John Angle. 

Tel: 01963 440469 

for brochure 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01900 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



MM & UMBRIA 

Over 1000 self-catering 
villas, farmhouses and 
apartments, many with 
pools. Ideal base for 
trips to Florence, 
Rome, Assisi etc. 
Also Sardinia, Amalfi 
Coast, Puglia and Venice. 
15 years' personal 
service. 

Colour brochure. 

01603 812212 



Private fully equipped 
2 bedroom apartment. 

Sleeps 4 / 5 , cot also 
available. Beach/pools 
5 mins. 

Tel: 01384 873147 
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Feature 



The Church, the media and tragedy 

Dr David Kelly's death this summer was a very public tragedy. Although he was not a church-goer, the press 
looked automatically to the parish priest for a response to his life and death. Revd Joy Hance, the curate, 
and Revd Roy Woodhams, the rector, told the Editor how they coped. And the vicar of Soham, the Revd 
Tim Alban Jones - who acted as Soham's spokesman following the murders of Jessica Chapman and 
Holly Wells last year - explains how the Church's greatest gift is simply to be there in times of need. 




IN times of tragedy, parish- 
ioners have always looked to 
their parish priest for comfort. 
And in our increasingly'' 
media-orientated age, as crises 
become front page news sto- 
ries, so more and more do the 
press also turn to the Church 
for comment and reaction. 

This presents the Church 
will some difficult decisions. 
How much should it cooper- 
ate with the press? And can - 
and should - such tragedies 
be ‘used’ as an opportunity to 
proclaim God’s love? 

That a vicar is the focal fig- 
ure for both church and non- 
churchgoers became obvious 
after the tragedy that struck 
Soham, Cambridgeshire last 
summer. 

The local vicar, Tim Alban 
Jones, came to act as 
spokesman for the entire town 
as it came to terms with the 
murder of the two ten 
olds, Holly Wells and 



Jessica Chapman. 

So when Dr David Kelly 
died this summer, the media 
spotlight shone on the clergy 
of the small parishes around 
Long worth, in Oxfordshire. 

At the time the rector, Roy 
Woodhams, was on holiday 
overseas, so it was his 
curate, Joy Hance, who found 
herself in the aggressive glare 
of the cameras. 

Dozens of journalists and 
camera crews poured into the 
villages, pursuing everyone 
and anyone for a comment. 

But the Church’s first 
response had to be pastoral, 
and a parish priest who knew 
the Kellys went round imme- 
diately. Joy said: ‘It was 
immensely difficult. I had only 
been here since last October 
and was an inexperienced dea- 
con at the time. I didn’t want 
the Church to look stupid or 
be seen to make a political 
statement, as it was a highly 



Longworth St Mary, where Dr David Kelly's funeral was held 



political situation. My 
response was a pastoral one, 
for a family who were sudden- 
ly and tragically bereaved. 
This came first, before any- 
thing. But the press were 
aggressively insistent that the 
Church should respond.’ 

When she came to take the 
normal Sunday service, the 
press pack filled the church- 
yard, and wanted details of 
the prayers that would 
be said. Churchgoers felt 
under siege. 

Joy’s husband Nick, a PR 
professional, was on hand 
to give advice to the 
congregation. 

He said: T told them to go 
out in small groups and smile 
and most importantly, to 
remember who they represent.’ 

Joy spoke only to the 
Church Times, and turned 
away all requests for inter- 
views. Many journalists 
refused to accept this and 
became aggressive in their 
questioning, wanting details 
of the funeral service, prayers 
said, and any information they 
could glean about Dr Kelly’s 
life in the community. 

A written statement from 
the Church would have been 
useful to read out to irate 
journalists, said Joy. This tack 
is taken by most organizations 



and companies, who often 
employ PR agencies to draft 
such a statement. Roy said the 
Diocese also needed to be 
aware how clergy were a focal 
point for press attention in 
any human tragedy. 

He suggested: ‘Perhaps we 
ought to set up support net- 
works for when the Parish 
Priest goes on holiday. 
Perhaps the diocese should 
keep track of who is on holi- 
day, who is around, so we can 
respond better to such crises.’ 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, said: 
‘It is of course impossible to 
predict tragedies, and the 
Church needs to adapt its 
response to each event as it 
happens. 

‘What impressed me was the 
way in which all the clergy 
involved responded pastorally 
and sensitively fe an extreme- 
ly complex situation. At times 
like this it is important that we 
do what we do well and do it 
to the best we can. Unlike 
many others we come into 
contact with death and grief 
time and again in our working 
lives and can be with people in 
all their pain and agony. I 
remain very proud of how 
those involved responded in 
what was a desperately diffi- 
cult time for so many.’ 



IT seems to me that one of the 
greatest strengths of the Church 
of England is that it has a pres- 
ence (sometimes only a limited 
one) in every part of the coun- 
try. Our parochial system may 
be creaking but when a tragedy 
occurs the parish church can 
come into its own. 

Whether we like it or not, we 
live in a media-conscious age. 
What begins as a tragedy can 
very quickly become a news 
‘story’. The media have been 
compared to a pack of hungry 
dogs; the best way to ‘manage’ 
them is to give them something 
to eat, rather than let them 
scavenge. If they are given 
something then they are (one 
hopes!) less likely to go digging 
around making things even 
more difficult. Parishes should 
not be ashamed to call in the 
experts (Diocesan communica- 
tion officers.) The opinions of 
many are shaped by what they 
see on television or read in the 
newspapers. It helps if the 
Church can be portrayed in a 
positive light. The greatest gift 
that the Church of England has 
to offer is simply being avail- 
able. In the tragedy that unfold- 
ed in Soham last year, St 



Andrew’s Church was able to 
offer a place that very many 
people - even those of little or 
no faith - could recognise was 
set aside for contemplation. In 
our secular age we have lost 
most of the rituals of mourning 
and grieving but the Church 
still has the vocabulary and the 
buildings which can enable peo- 
ple to articulate their feelings. 

Ultimately, we can (but only 
with great sensitivity and tact) 
use the tragedies that occur to 
proclaim God’s unfailing love, 
while recognising all the painful 
feelings that are evoked. I 
would suggest, however, that 
our proclamation should 
emerge from the way in which 
we minister and shouldn’t be 
our primary motive. 

Revd Tim Alban Jones, vicar oi 
Soham, Cambs 




December appointments 



The Revd Alan Bennett, Rector 
Aston Clinton w. Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp, has been 
made Honorary Canon, Christ 
Church, Oxford; the Revd Roger 
Billings, Team Rector, Carterton 
8c Brize Norton, to be Area Dean 
of Witney; the Revd Cameron 
Butland, Team Rector of Witney 
Team Ministry 8c Area Dean of 
Witney, to be Rector of Grasmere, 
Vicar of Rydal and Chaplain to 
Rydal Hall, Diocese of Carlisle; 
the Revd Stephen Cousins, Asst. 



Curate (OLM) Caversham St 
John the Baptist (Caversham 
Group Ministry) to have permis- 
sion to officiate; the Revd Nick 
Fennemore, Chaplaincy Team 
Leader, Oxford Radeliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust, has been 
made Honorary Canon, Christ 
Church, Oxford; the Revd Pauline 
Hardy, Minister in Charge, 
Buckingham Benefice, to be 
Associate Minister, Wading Valley 
Ecumenical Parish; 
continued on page 8 , column 1 
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What’s in a name? 




FROM THE 
EDITOR 



from a 
secular work- 
place, where to 
confess you are 
a Christian is far 
more shocking 
than announcing 
you are an alco- 
holic, I thought it 
would be tremen- 
dously liberating 
to work here. And it is an 
amazing privilege to work 
with so many wonderful 
Christians. And yet, to my 
surprise, I find that it is not 
enough just to ‘out’ myself as 
a Christian. 

In my first few weeks, 
many wanted to know what 
sort of Christian I was. Was I 
a liberal? An evangelical? A 
liberal evangelical? A ‘happy 
clappy type?’ The answer is: I 
don’t know and I don’t want 
to try and decide either. 

To my shame, it often took 
me months in previous jobs 
before I admitted freely I was 
a practising Christian. 

And I know that to do so 
mystifies many people. They 
say, ‘I didn’t realise, you don’t 
seem like that’ as if by not 
wearing the sandals or what- ' 
everparaphanalia they associ- 
ate with Christianity you 
have tricked them in some 
way into thinking you are 
normal. Once you have 
admitted it, they tend to put 
you in a box that you have to 



gy fighting your 
way out of again. 

So then to go 
on to try and 
define what sort 
of Christian I am 
would only baf- 
fle non-Christ- 
ians further. 
Surely that is an 
argument we 
can get into only when every- 
one around us first knows 
what it is to be Christian? 

The great parliamentary 
sketchwriter Matthew Parris 
wrote something once that 
each time I remember it, fills 
me both with shame and a 
renewed sense of purpose. 
And it reminds me why 
spending time and energy 
arguing among ourselves 
about what sort of Christians 
we are is far from the task 
Christ set us. 

He wrote: ‘If I believed that 
[what Christians believe] or 
even a tenth of that... I would 
drop my job, sell my house, 
throw away my possessions, 
leave my acquaintances and 
set out into the world with a 
burning desire to knoW more 
arid, when I had found out 
more, to act upon it and tell 
others... I am unable to 
understand how anyone who 
believed what is written in 
the Bible could choose to 
spend his waking hours in 
any other endeavour.’ 



spend a lot of time and ener- Happy Christmas! 



The Bishop and Jeffrey John 

The DOOR received dozens of letters in response to Bishop Richard's piece in last month's 
edition. Here are just a few of them - more can be seen on our website www.oxford.anglican.org 



Declining state of 
today’s Church? 



( Appointments continued from 
page 7) the Revd Joe Kennedy, 
Curate in Training, Stratfield 
Mortimer & Mortimer West End 
w. Padworth, to be Curate in 
Training, Abingdon St Michael 
& St Nicolas; the Revd Henry 
Kirk, Chaplain to Birkenhead 
School, Merseyside, Diocese of 
Chester, to be Chaplain to 
Abingdon School; the Revd Leslie 
Manderson, Permission to 
Officiate (OLM), has retired; 
the Revd Andrew Marshall, for- 
merly Associate Priest, St John the 
Baptist, Port Elizabeth, S. Africa, to 
be Associate Priest (curate) w. spe- 
cial responsibility for the Church at 
the Pines, Bracknell; Canon Chris 
Neal, Church Mission Society, has 
become Honorary Canon 
Emeritus, Christ Church, Oxford; 



Canon Phillip Nixon has become 
Honorary Canon Emeritus, Christ 
Church, Oxford; the Revd Paul 
Parks, Associate Minister, South 
Molton Team Ministry, Diocese of 
Exeter, to be Priest-in-charge, Hurst 
near Reading; Canon Andrew 
Richards, formerly Chaplain to the 
Kings School, Ely and Minor 
Canon of Ely Cathedral, Diocese of 
Ely, to be Chaplain to Wei ling-ton 
College, Berkshire; the Revd Alwin 
Samuel to be Interfaith worker and 
Diocesan Adviser, Deanery of 
Cowley: the Revd Corinne Smith, 
for.uv.I; p/t Chaplain, Pembroke 
College, Oxford, to be Team 
Chaplain, Churchill Hospital, 
Oxford; the Revd Robert Sweeney, 
Vicar of Oxford St Thomas the 
Martyr w. St Frideswide, 
has retired. 



THE main reason for the 
vociferous opposition to the 
appointment - and this is well 
understood by Archbishop 
Williams - was because, 
despite Canon John’s promise 
that he would not use his 
‘Episcopal role as a platform 
for publicly promoting his 
views against the church’s 
teaching and discipline,’ his 
published writings and report- 
ed speeches are very clear and 
they would have made aspects 
of his pastoral position very 
difficult: for Canon John 
claims that homosexual activ- 
ity in stable, loving relation- 
ships is not always sinful; 
he has campaigned vigrously 
for the Church to reform its 
traditional position. 

So it is likely that Canon 
John did not choose to 
repent for his previous con- 
duct, not because, as Harries 
argues, ‘what other Bishop 
has been asked to publicly 
repent of anything before 
being nominated?’ but 
because he does not think he 
has anything to repent about. 

To those who think doctrine 
a bore, and that the church 
should adapt itself speedily to 
our self indulgent culture this 
debate is, of course, a tiresome 
irrelevance. Yet for 2,000 
years all mainstream Christian 
churches have maintained 
their position that all sexual 
acts outside marriage are sin- 
ful; further, all monotheistic 
religions condemn outright 
homosexual activity (not the 
inclination) as sinful. Thus 
Canon John’s advertised posi- 
tion, and the accepted 
Anglican position, are incom- 
patible and would have 
undermined ineluctably any 
Episcopal role undertaken by 
him. The fact that other 
Bishops, as well as senior 
church luminaries, agree with 



Canon John, is a sad indict- 
ment on the declining state of 
our contemporary Church. 

Tom Benyon 

Member of The College of 
Evangelists, Bucks 



Time to repent 

AFTER months of confusion 
and uncertainty, I have arrived 
at my own understanding as 
to why I joined with those 
who opposed the appointment 
of Canon Jeffrey John as 
Bishop of Reading. 

When his appointment was 
first announced, my reaction 
against it was instinctive, 
emotional, unreasoned. Since 
then I have agonised, prayed, 
listened to others, read many 
words, and debated. And now 
I know why I opposed the 
nomination. For me, this is 
about behaviour, not about 
sexual orientation. 

We are all bom with differ- 
ent characteristics and acquire 
others during our lives 
because of influences and 
experiences we encounter. 
How are we going to behave, 
in response to those character- 
istics which define us as indi- 
viduals? Do we indulge our- 
selves, wallow in self-interest, 
make excuses? Or do we com- 
mit ourselves to follow the 
revealed teachings of a loving 
God who wants us to live in 
close communion and fellow- 
ship with Him? 

One fact, which Canon 
John has verified, stands out. 
That is, that at an earlier stage 
in his life he indulged in an 
erotic relationship with anoth- 
er person outside heterosexual 
marriage. To my mind he is 
guilty of a sin which, as far as 
I know, he has not acknowl- 
edged to be sin. I have seen or 
heard no evidence of either 
remorse or repentance for 
this, which is so clearly 
opposed to the teachings of 
the Church. How does that 



square with St. Paul’s words 
to Timothy that an overseer 
(bishop) in the church should 
be able to manage his own 
household (personal life) in a 
way that is ‘above reproach’? 

For me, a lay person, an 
essential requirement for my 
Church is that the leaders 
make it quite clear that all of 
us, themselves included, 
should repent, confess and 
seek forgiveness for sin - and 
with a public acknowledge- 
ment in a case which concerns 
public office and in which the 
sin has been made public. 
Moreover, I need to belong to 
a Church whose leaders and 
members are committed to 
upholding heterosexual mar- 
riage, staunchly and faithfully, 
as the only institution 
ordained by God within*, 
which erotic behaviour is 
sanctioned and sanctified. 

I know about these things in 
my own life. I did not realise 
how much a long-unconfessed 
sin was affecting my behav- 
iour and my attitudes to God 
and other people until earlier 
this year, when I did confess it, 
out loud, to my spiritual direc- 
tor. I experienced immediate 
and complete forgiveness, a 
new freedom and a huge 
change in attitude. God is so 
amazingly gracious. 

Clemency Fox 
Marston, Oxford 



Unanswered questions 

AS I read, two questions kept 
running through my mind. 

Firstly, why did a man of 
such great experience as 
Bishop Richard not foresee 
the furore that would arise if a 
homosexual was appointed as 
Bishop of Reading? 

Secondly, if Canon John 
was so highly regarded by 
so many people and Bishop 
Richard had so much support, 
why did he not insist on 
his appointment ? 



It is time people stopped 
using weasel words like ‘Gay’. 
They should say what they 
mean. In the end the trendy 
liberal groups will destroy 
the Ten Commandments, and 
then we will have no Church. 
Richard M.A.Lawson 
Maidenhead 



What about divorce? 

I FIND it strange that clemen- 
cy is increasingly shown on 
the issue of homosexuality, in 
contrast to attitudes towards 
divorced people, who are 
often treated as social pariahs 
by the church. In many cases 
their partner may have 
divorced them, thus a divorce 
was beyond their control, or 
their partner may be divorced, 
yet still they are blamed for 
someone else’s sin. Christian 
divorcees are still often denied 
the opportunity to be remar- 
ried in church, despite the fact 
that two atheists who have 
never been near a church in 
their lives may demand to be 
married. Divorce is an issue 
that unfortunately affects 
many people in society, where- 
as the gay community is rela- 
tively small. If the church is 
worried that they may alienate 
gay people, are they also con- 
cerned that they may alienate 
the larger majority of 
Christians who still believe 
homosexuality to be wrong? 
Joanna Lewis 
By email 



Breach of collegiality 
RICHARD Harries writes ‘In 
the view of many bishops 
[the public letter opposing 
the appointment of Jeffrey 
John] was a grave breach 
of collegiality’ 

But did not his decision to 
appoint Jeffrey John both pre- 
cede and prompt this ‘public 
letter’? And cannot he recog- 
nise that he himself had been 
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the first to move the goalposts 
without consultation? 

He clearly expects collegial- 
ity of others. However, is not 
Richard Harries the pot call- 
ing the kettle black? 

E. Palfrey 
Cookham, Berks 



Soundbite journalism 

MAY I say how unimpressed I 
was by the quality of the 
November Door. Take the 
Bishop of Oxford's centre- 
page spread. ‘The arguments 
against his (Jeffrey John’s) 
appointment do not stand up 
to Christian or rational scruti- 
ny.’ So anyone who disagreed 
with the appointment is 
behaving in an unchristian 
and irrational way. 

But hang on, the Bishop had 
already said ‘there was strong 
and principled opposition 
from some of our most flour- 
ishing parishes in the diocese, 
opposition which I take and 
continue to take seriously’. 
Well, which is it - irrational 
and unchristian, or strong and 
principled? There certainly 
wasn't any critique of princi- 
pled objections - just a call for 
justice in the face of homo- 
phobia and bigotry. Is that 
what the Bishop thinks all his 
critics espouse? 

So much for the very real 
debate in biblical interpreta- 
tion and Christian under- 
standing. It is much easier to 
dismiss opposition by carica- 
turing it. I thought we were 
trying to discern the will of 
God, to foster understanding 
and bring unity between 
groups of varying opinion. 

Maybe I have misunder- 
stood what being part of the 
church involves. I have to say 
that the Bishop sounded more 
like a baby throwing his toys 
from the pram in a fit of 
pique, than a focus of unity in 
the diocese. 

And while I’m about it - 
what helpful comments from 
the Archbishop of Capetown. 
‘On evangelicals. They have 
got it all wrong’. That moves 



us forward doesn’t it! What a 
wonderfully balanced view of 
the worldwide church. I sup- 
pose it is fun to see The Door 
quoted in the national press 
and on Ceefax before it 
arrives in the parish. I know a 
new editor wants to make a 
splash, but don’t we really 
need more than soundbite 
journalism on such sensitive 
issues? We can do better. 

D Carter 
Henley 



God’s boundaries 

I WAS surprised that Bishop 
Richard in his article did not 
highlight the key issue that 
concerns many Christians 
regarding Jeffrey John. As a 
homosexual, his adoption of 
celibacy in order to conform 
to the requirements of the 
Lambeth statement is com- 
mendable. Notwithstanding, 
he has made it clear that he 
still regards the sexual expres- 
sion of his love for his partner 
was a gift from God rather 
than a sin. The key issue is 
clearly the authority of the 
Scriptures in defining the per- 
mitted boundaries of human 
sexual behaviour rather than 
those accepted within our so- 
called modern enlightenment. 
In view of the desperate state 
of our permissive culture, 
surely God had good reason 
to set the boundaries defined 
in His Word and so it is the 
authority of the Bible which is 
the real issue and the conse- 
quences for the Church and 
the wider community. 

Gerry Muldowney 
Reading 



Seeing others as God 
sees us 

I WAS moved and inspired by 
Bishop Richard’s open and 
transparent account of the 
appointment of Jeffrey John. 
Moved because it reflected the 
gifted ministry of both Bishop 
Richard and Canon Jeffrey. 

Having worked for Bishop 
Richard for seven years his 
article reflected all I believed 



about his integrity and com- 
mitment to a Gospel which is 
welcoming and inclusive. 
Having met Jeffrey John on 
his visit to Church House and 
corresponded with him I much 
regret the loss of his gifts and 
ministry to the Diocese. 

If I disagree with Bishop 
Richard on one point, it is that 
not everyone who opposed 
Canon Jeffrey’s appointment 
behaved in a principled way 
and some of us are aware of 
the personal invective Bishop 
Richard had to endure. 

One longs for the day when 
some of those who are so 
taken up with the rightness of 
their understanding of the 
Bible and doctrine would 
become equally passionate 
about the Gospel.And that the 
Gospel might inform their 
view and approach to their 
fellow human beings. 

Thomas Merton the Cister- 
cian monk and writer reflected 
this beautifully in an account of 
a truly enlightened experience 
just observing his fellow human 
beings on a street comer: 

‘Then it was as if I suddenly 
saw the secret beauty of their 
hearts, the depth of their 
hearts where neither sin nor 
desire nor self-knowledge can 
reach, the core of their reality, 
the person that each one is in 
God’s eye. If only they could 
all see themselves as they real- 
ly are. If only we could see 
each other that way all the 
time. There would be no more 
war, no more hatred, no more 
cruelty, no more greed.’ 

Of course, to see each other 
as God sees us would mean 
abandoning ignorance, preju- 
dice, intolerance. But if we 
need reassuring of the worth 
of such a spiritual path and 
that at the end of our days we 
will not be judged on where 
we stood Biblically or doctri- 
nally it is the mystic John of 
the Cross who reminds us that 
‘in the evening of our lives we 
will be judged on love.’ 

Danny Sullivan 
Hants 
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Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



Setting people free 

LIKE the new dean of Christ 
Church (God in the Life of 
Christopher Lewis - Novem- 
ber DOOR) I once believed 
that homosexuality was a rel- 
atively unimportant issue for 
the Church, if you are hetero- 
sexual, it isn’t likely to be 
much of an issue. However, I 
have now heard something of 
the stories of enough gay peo- 
ple to know that if you have 
spent years trying unsuccess- 
fully to be ‘normal’, if you 
have to live your life suffering 
the snide remarks and worse 
of ‘normal’ others, it is a 
major gospel issue. The 
Church has an important task 
to set people free to become 
more authentically the person 
God created them to be. Too 
many people live stunted lives 
trying to live up to a false 
image of themselves. If God 
has created some people gay, 
perhaps the Church’s problem 
is that our limited imagina- 
tions can’t accept the glorious 
diversity of God’s creation. 
Revd Catherine Dyer 
Linslade 



Original Sin 

The secular world believes 
that we are born good and are 
only corrupted by bad circum- 
stances - poverty, exploita- 
tion, lack of love or whatever. 
It is logical to then argue that 
homosexuality is pefectly fine 
and natural if you were born 
like that. Christians, though, 
have to face up to the tough 
doctrine of original sin - that 
we are born with a great many 
natural inclinations that are 
far from good. I confess to a 
natural inclination to tell 
lies (to mention just one fail- 
ing that’s fit to print) - it’s a 
basic instinct, I was born this 
way. Can I expect the church 
to rule that it is not a sin for 
me, that I should carry on 
doing it, be proud of it even? 
Peter Jones 
Henley-on-Thames 



Why Spiderman was wrong 



‘After 2000 years 
left holding the 
baby, Mary gets a 
rest and Joseph 
gets a cuddle’. So 
says an advert for 
Christmas cards 
produced by the 
organisation 
Fathers Direct, 
the national information 
centre for fathers. The card 
depicts Joseph holding the 
baby with Mary resting. 
How refreshing. And how 
appropriate. For the evi- 
dence is that more men want 
to spend more time with 
their children. Alan 
Milburn, who recently left a 
high-profile cabinet post in 
order to put his family first, 
is apparently not unique. 

Fathers Direct is involved 
in a whole host of creative 
initiatives at national level. 
Their forthcoming confer- 
ence in April 2004 includes 
workshops on, among many 
other things, fatherhood in 
Islam; fathers in prison; sup- 
porting separated parents to 
share care of their children; 
and creating father-friendly 
services through Sure Start. 
But there are a growing 
number of such develop- 
ments closer to home. 
Oxfordshire Parenting 
Forum has ‘Think Dads’, a 
network to promote work- 
ing with fathers, and a ten 
week parenting course for 
dads called ‘Man Enough’ 
(oxonparentforum@aol.com ) . 
Our own PACT (Parents and 
Children Together) is also 
running dads groups. 

Not all new developments 
on the ‘fatherhood’ scene are 
so positive, though. David 
Chick, a supporter of the 
organisation ‘Fathers for 
Justice’, hit the national 
news in November when he 
scaled a crane near Tower 
Bridge dressed as Spider- 
man. It seems that his 
protest was not a one-off, 



but part of a high- 
ly orchestrated 
campaign for 
‘fathers’ rights’. 
Their website 
presents them as a 
‘non-violent direct 
action civil rights 
group’ (and 

quotes Martin 
Luther King). Yet they fea- 
ture prominently a campaign 
entitled ‘Men in Black 
Attack’, depicting two tanks 
- guns prominent. Appar- 
ently they march behind these 
tanks on their demonstra- 
tions. The group also sends 
‘decontamination squads’ to 
picket family courts where 
access cases are being heard: 
men dressed in white boiler 
suits and white masks - remi- 
niscent, some might say, of 
the Klu Klux Klan. 

The debate about separat- 
ed fathers losing contact 
with their children is a very 
important one. As Jack 
O’Sullivan of Fathers Direct 
says, ‘In 67% of cases of 
family break-up, kids see 
their fathers less than once a 
fortnight. Yet after break- 
up, a child’s wellbeing is 
directly associated with see- 
ing dad often’. Most dads 
don’t lose touch with their 
kids because they are vio- 
lent, but for other complex 
reasons - not least parental 
conflict. O’Sullivan advo- 
cates a system of mediation, 
currently working overseas, 
and hopefully soon to be 
piloted in London. This 
seems a much more con- 
structive approach than the 
veiled intimidation and blul- 
lying tactics of Fathers for 
Justice. The focus should be 
on how to support the two 
million children separated 
from their fathers, and how 
to support dads everywhere 
in their role as parents. We 
can all play a part in that. 
Alison Webster is Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Advisor 
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RECORDING 
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S 


For all your Christian 
recording needs, 
including: 

Laverick Hall, Halton 
Lancaster LA2 6PH 1 

T 01524 811282 
F 01524 811959 

www.reelife-recordings.co.uk | 
sales@reelife-recordings.co.uk 1 


Loop Amplifiers 

Digital Hymnals 
Worship Software 
LCD proiectors 
Video A Multimedia 
PA Systems 



BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 



We hire wheelchairs, crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available including Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day. 



32 HOWARD ROAD, BANBURY 

Tel/Fax: 01295 259189 or 
Ambulance Phone: 0794 1021612 




TANK Winter mg& 

MUSEUM Lecture S&m 

Museum opens at 6pm *■ 

Lectures start at 7:30pm \ 

Booking lines : W 

01929 405096 ext 212 or 462359 
Prices include adm. and refreshments. 



Wednesday 17th Dec - Lt Col P 

Hankinson MBE, an informative talk by the 1 
Colonel in Chief of 2nd Royal Tank Regiment 1 
on the recent operations m Iraq. £10 

Thursday 22nd Jan 04 - David Fletcher 

talking on The development of the 
tank during WWf, £10 

Thursday 12th Feb - Murray Walker, 

a light hearted anecdotal talk on life In 
formula one. Sold Out. 

Thursday 16th March - fs the age of the 
tank dead? Colonel, Force Development 
Royal Armoured Corp will talk on die future of 
the tank and its role on Ihe battlefield. £10 

Thursday 22nd April - Dennis Silk will 
talk on the life and poetry of Siegfried 



Thursday 13th May - Minette Walters, 
talking on the subject of crime writing. £1 0 
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20 years of service, reliability 
and value for the church 




Driveaway 

1998 ‘S’ FORD FIESTA 
1.3 FINESSE 3 Door 




AUTOSAVE 

PRICE 

£2999 



colour blue • 58,000 miles • sunroof • airbag 
radio cassette • immobiliser • clock • tints 

IN STOCK - FIESTA’s, SAXO’s, CORSA’s, MICRA’s 

1999 V RENAULT 
MEGANE 1.4RT 5 Door 



AUTOSAVE 

PRICE 




£3999 



• colour green * 44,000 miles * power steering 

• sunroof • electric windows • central locking 

IN STOCK - ASTRA’s, MEGANE’s, 306’s, XSARA’s 

2000 ‘W’ VAUXHALL 
IVECTRA 1.8 LS 5 Door 



AUTOSAVE 

PRICE 




£4999 



* colour red • 49,000 miles * air conditioning 
power steering * electric windows • ABS 
p central locking • clock • deadlocks 

N STOCK - MONDEO’s, LAGUNA’s, 406’s, 45’s 

2001 Y’ CITROlN 
PICASSO 1.6 LX 5 Door 



AUTOSAVE 

PRICE 




£ 6999 



• colour green * 38,000 miles power steering 
electric windows 8c mirrors * central locking 

• radio cassette ? clock * immobiliser 



IN STOCK -ZARRA’s, MULTIPLES, SCENIC’s MPV \ 



'<*rs shown are for illustration 
only. 




All used cars come with: 




120 point quality 
inspection and 
you are provided 
with an 
independent 
report 

Serviced and 
prepared prior to 
delivery 

Clear HPI/Equifax 
history report 



12 months 
breakdown cover 

12 months parts 
and labour 
warranty 

12 months V.oT 
6 months road tax 
Fully valeted 



FREE Motorist Information Pack 
available on request. 

To find out more about Autosave and its 
wide range of products and services visit 
our website, or for a free information pack 
call now on 

0114 255 4040 

www.autosave.co.uk 

email; helpline®aut'osave.co.uk 
Fax; 0114 25S 4949 

London House. Little London Road 
Sheffield S8 OUH 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 







We hope you can join us to 

Celebrate Christmas 



Greyfriars Church 

Friar St, Reading 
0118 951 6700 
Sunday 14 December 

10.30am Nativity Service for all the family 
Join us for coffee and mince pies afterwards 
Sunday 21 December 
4.30pm & 7pm Carols by Candlelight 
Wednesday 24 December 
1 1 . 30pm Midnight Communion 
Thursday 25 December 
8 am Holy Communion 
10.30am Christmas Day Celebration 



Hope Community Church 

95 York Road, Reading 

0118 959 6534 
Wednesday 24 December 
4pm Christingle Service 
Thursday 25 December 
1 0am Christmas Day Celebration 



New 



Rapidly expanding national Pic 
requires motivated individuals 
to earn £50 - £500 plus p.w. 
I 8 yrs +. 

Info pack: 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
- John Thornton will visit - 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



Light Up Your Life! 

• Do you have the Winter Blues? 

• Are you tied and listless? 

• Crave carbohydrates and feel anti-social? 

If so maybe a lightbox could help.... 

Designed to supplement the amount of 
natural light you get during the winter a 
lightbox can help lift moods and energy 
levels. 

Call for a free brochure: 

S.A.D. Lightbox Co Ltd 

Unit 48, Marlow Road, Stokenchurch, 
High Wycombe HP14 3QJ 

Tel: 01494 484852 www.sad.uk.com 



Spanish Properties Us 



sales and rentals 
on the 

Costa del Sol 



PURCHASING 
PROPERTY 
ON THE 
COSTA 
DEL SOL? 



With in excess of 320 days of glorious 
sunshine, hot summers, long warm 
evenings and short mild winters the Costa 
del Sol is a sought after place for 
permanent living and purchasing a holiday 
home. 

Large rental income is obtainable between 
June and September, with golfing residences 
being in high demand for eight months a 
year. 

Prior to arriving in Spain, it is essential to 
have funds to cover the reservation deposit, 
between 3,000 and 6,000 Euros is sufficient, 
payable by cash or credit card. Once you 
have found a property you wish to purchase, 
this deposit is payable and ensures the 
property is taken off the market. You have 30 
days to exchange the private purchase 
contract with the vendor. At this stage the 
balance of the deposit must be paid. Your 
lawyer can handle this on your behalf and 
will have completed detailed searches on the 
property. On the day of completion, you will 
need to attend the Public Notary with your 
lawyer to sign the Title Deed. The final 
payment is made and possession passes to 
you. You should allow a combined total of 
10% of the purchase price to cover fees and 
taxes when purchasing property. 



Although prices on the Costa del Sol are 
slightly higher than the Costa Blanca, they 
offer superior returns. There are the 
beautiful country locations of Alhaurin, Coin 
and Ronda with country fincas starting at 
£120,000. There are miles of golden beaches, 
providing many homeowners with panoramic 
sea views. Two bedroom apartments start at 
£85,000, two bedroom townhouses from 
£110,000 and three bedroom villas from 
£230,000, all properties are sold freehold. 
Many UK financial advisors are 
recommending purchasing property in Spain 
off-plan, these offer a. large return on 
investment. A new development is excellent 
value for money and considerably cheaper 
than resale property. The earlier in the 
construction process it is purchased, the 
larger the profit realised. The average price 
increase is 15% each year, thus most 
properties have escalated 30% by 
completion. Many investors choose to sell 
shortly prior to completion, thus maximising 
profit. As only 30% of the purchase price is 
payable during the construction period, a 
100% gross profit is attainable on 
investment, with no fees and taxes being 
due. Prices start at just £72,000, with only 
little over £23,000 required as an investment. 



Visit our Website: www.rovaleurospain.com 
E-Mail: homes@royaleurospain.com 



Tele: 0034 95 258 2552 (Sales) 



Our rental department has properties for 
Long term & Holiday lets 
Tele: 0034 666 560 721 (Rentals) 



We offer Low-Interest Spanish Mortgages 
from just 2.78 % 



Viewing Trips Available for £150 pp. 



The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Relations 



offers the following courses 

MA op Diploma in Jewish-Christian Relations 

in Cambridge or by Distance Learning, 
full or part time 

♦ 

A wide choice of modules available. 

♦ 

Applications now accepted for courses starting 
February and October 2004 

E-mail: enquiries @ cjcr. cam. ac. uk 



2-day Course 

‘Jewish-Christian Relations and the Media’ 

22 - 23 February 2004 at Madingley Hall, Cambridge 
Residential rate: £118; Non-residential rate: £75 

♦ 

The course will examine the treatment by the media 
of interfaith issues. It is open to people of all ages 
and backgrounds with an interest in this field. 
E-mail: d.patterson-jones @ cjcr. cam. ac. uk 

CJCR, Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane 
Cambridge CB5 8BJ 

Tel: (01223) 741048 www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 



Uhe Steps 



o. 



A Pilgrimage to Greece 

-(incl: a 3 day cruise) 

12th -2ist June 2004 

Visit includes: Thessalonica 

- Philippi - Athens 

- Corinth - Patmos 
and Ephesus. 

Details from: Rev. Brian Spence 
an experienced tour leader 

The Vicarage, 56 Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne RG45 6NY. 

Tel: 01344 772413 



* NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

* INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

* VILLAS 

* TOWNHOUSES 

* APARTMENTS 

* COUNTRY HOMES 

* PLOTS 

* BUSINESSES 
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Advertising 



Troubled? 

4 ^ 



• Anxiety 

• Depression 

• Trauma 

• Phobia 

• Medical Conditions 

• Anger 

Hilary Farmer 
Tel: 01865 326464 



A Human Givens Therapist 
focuses on helping individuals to 
identify unmet emotional needs 
and empowering them to meet 
these needs by activating their 
natural resources. 

Therapy will: 

• Take as few sessions as possible 

• Work with you in partnership 

• Will not dwell unduly on the past 

• Use a wide range of techniques 
as possible. 



For many lonely and unhappy people this 
Christmas, The Salvation Army will he 
their only friend. 

That’s why when people are 
homeless, we have to be there to 
offer them food, shelter and 
hope. When older people are 
all alone, we have to be there 
to care for them. When 
children suffer abuse, we 
have to be there to help 
protect them from harm. 

Put us where we have to be 
this Christmas - send a 
donation today. 



I want to help someone in need this Christmas. 

Here is my gift of: 

£18 □ £25 □ £50 □ £100 □ Other £ 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

Address 



For the 
love of God 



put us where we have 
to be this Christmas 



Postcode . 



Make cheques payable to: The Salvation Army 

Please return to: FREEPOST, The Salvation Army. 

It’s that simple. 

The Salvation Army is a registered charity. D1 





xo bring yo 
Ithv returns 







Or should you 
GUS to deliver the goods? 






When you want to invest in the stock market working out which shares are 
going to best meet your investment objectives can be difficult If you’ve the 
time and resources to research past performance, get the story on future 
prospects, and compare your findings with other stocks in the sector or more 
widely across the market, then making the final decision can be easy. 

But what if you haven't? 

%\ MW 

That's where The Share Centre fan help. All our account services come 
complete with free access to informed, impartial, independent advice; so 
when it comes to making those important investment decisions you're not 
simply left to your own devices. 

Register free with the Advice Service and when you want help with choosing UK 
stocks, timing sales or purchases or simply a sounding board for your own 
ideas call the AdviceLine. Calls are charged at your normal call rate and lines 
are open from 08:30 to 17:00 every business day. 

Choose The Share Centre and you'll also get: 

• A choice of dealing tariffs, from variable commission starting at just £2.50 
to a flat rate of £7.50 with the FASTRACK Internet account; 

• Complete Internet access 24/7 to monitor and manage your investments; 

• The option to trade UK, Eurotop 300 and a wide range of US stocks; 
Investment Trusts; Unit Trusts; ETFs; OEICs; UK Gilts and Corporate Bonds, 
and Warrants; 

• Shane Accounts, PEPs; Self-Select ISAs, SIPPs and Certificate Sales; 

• Special services for Investment Clubs. 

In fact we've everything you need to make the most of your investments. 

So take some free advice and find out just what The 
Share Centre can do for your investments. 

For full details and to open your account, call us 
free on 0800 800 008 quoting reference ‘TD*. 

Sharl^entre 

Helping you make the most of your investments 

The Shane Centre Ltd. PO Box 2000, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP2I 8ZB. 
email:info@share.co.uk. The Shane Centre is a member of the London Stock 
Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
These services may not be suitable for all investors; if in doubt you should 
seek independent advice. Share prices, their value and income can go down 
as well as up and investors may get back less than their initial investment 

Registered in England no. 246 1 949. Registered office Oxford House. Oxford Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP2 1 8ZB. VAT registration no. 596 39 1 8 82. 
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The Big Read 




Author of the children's classic, the Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, C S Lewis lived and worked in Oxford 



The greatest children’s book of all time? 
C S Lewis and Philip Pullman battle it out 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and His Dark Materials are into the finals of the BBC’s Big 
Read, which aims to find Britain’s best loved book. Philip Pullman has been described as the athe- 
ist’s C S Lewis. So should all Christians vote accordingly? Two A level students at Ranelagh School, 
in Bracknell, Berkshire argue the case. 



ALTHOUGH 

published over 
half a century 
ago the Narnia 
Chronicles have 
a timeless quali- 
ty. Still enjoyed 
by children and 
adults in a modern, complex 
society the books offer an 
uncomplicated, even naive 
approach to an imaginary 
world entwined with profound 
moral and religious statements. 
While many argue that they 
should be read simply as high- 
ly imaginative, effective thor- 
oughly enjoyable adventure 
stories with decidedly loveable 
characters, others explore the 
Christian and moral statements 
behind the adventures. 

Having recently re-read the 
series I rediscovered the love 
for the stories which I had as a 



child. The simple narrative 
and uncomplicated characters 
in a richly imaginative world 
served to absorb me thorough- 
ly in the plot, and I found 
myself once again excited at 
the prospect of turning the 
page. The best-selling book of 
the series, ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe 5 , suc- 
cinctly captures much of the 
excitement and adventure of 
the other chronicles, and it is 
completely understandable 
why adults and children alike 
often cite it as their favourite. 
The story, with success, fail- 
ure, tragedy and jubilation, 
has all the components of a 
highly emotive, effective 
chronicle. This, alongside the 
successful application of a 
detailed, imaginative setting 
and many recognisable char- 
acters, both to love and hate, 



creates the success which the 
book has seen over many 
years. The simplistic, uncom- 
plicated nature of the charac- 
ters serves to emphasise, not 
detract from, the profound 
sense of tension and excite- 
ment, and they allow the read- 
er easier identification with, 
and a greater sense of attach- 
ment to, the characters. Mr 
and Mrs Beaver, for example, 
represent a middle-aged cou- 
ple whose aim is simply to 
help the children and to assist 
in the return of Aslan and 
Christmas. Mr Tumnus pro- 
motes the reader’s sense of 
sympathy and forgiveness: he 
shows remorse and the chil- 
dren show forgiveness. 

However many explore the 
allegorical quality of the sto- 
ries and claim that C.S. Lewis 
used the books to describe his 



perfect, untainted view of 
Christianity. In Aslan, Lewis 
expresses his idea of a majestic 
and powerful God, who also 
has a sense of glory, tender- 
ness and even humour. Lewis 
believed in a God both glori- 
ous and approachable; a God 
where children could run and 
wrap their arms around him; a 
God whose people could also 
be his saviour. The simple 
moral messages throughout 
the chronicles represented 
Lewis’ basic beliefs about how 
a Christian should live. He 
believed strongly that a child 
was more likely to understand 
these values through reading 
about their loved and admired 
characters discovering basic 
aspects of Christian humanity 
than they would through les- 
sons and services. 

Olivia Bailey, age 1 7 





CLOSER 
TO GOD 

READING THE BIBLE IN 
THE POWER OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 



DAILY 

BREAD 

I RIAL LIFE, 
: ; R£Al INSPIRATION 



A Me less ordinary 
I am your God 
The truth hurts 
£2.99 Also available 
P In large print 



Themes; 

fasten your seatbelts 

Unmasking the lies 



Daily Bread 



SNAPSHOTS 1 

8IBLE READING 
FOR 

£150 

(Pack of 10 £1200} 



ONE UP 

BIBLE READING 
FOR 11s-14s 



Themes: 

How can 5 know God 
True love 

Money, money, money 
W m. Packet 5 £11.50 



i vailable every quarter from your local Christian retailer 
rfrom Scripture Union on 0845 07 06 006 



Guides that will inspire you throughout Lent and beyond 



ENCOUNTER 
WITH GOD 

I HEARING COD 
SPEAK TODAY 



Theme*: 

Signs and stories 
Ready for the King 
;Meet the Liberator 
Mm Also available 



How might a 
Christian 
respond to 
‘The Amber 
Spyglass’ by 
Philip Pullman? 
‘The Amber 
Spyglass’ is the final book in the 
Dark Materials trilogy by 
Philip Pullman. I thought the 
book was exceedingly well 
written, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Even though this is 
what I think, some Christians 
might think quite the opposite. 
Some Christians may feel that 
Pullman presented the wrong 
message to younger Christians 
around the world. There are 
two different opinions to his 
story, and here they are. 

Some Christians could be 
totally against this story, and 
maybe the rest of the Dark 
Materials, and I have discov- 
ered many reasons why this 
would be so. Witchcraft is a 
sign of the occult, and is evil, 
in all respects. It does not mat- 
ter what type of witch, all 
witches are evil. Pullman 
seems to show completely the 
opposite theory. In all three of 
his stories he involves witches, 
and these witches are protec- 
tors of good, and are good 
people. This is completely 
contrary to Christian belief, 
and some Christians may have 
trouble accepting these char- 
acters as ‘the good guys’. 

In his first two stories, 
Pullman presents Lord Asriel 
as an extremely evil man, 
whose main ambition is to 
destroy the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Obviously according 
to Christian belief, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is para- 
dise for all those who pass on 
in life. Again, you could say 
that Pullman seems to show 





completely the opposite theo- 
ry. Throughout ‘The Amber 
Spyglass’ he makes constant 
references to Heaven being 
almost completely the oppo- 
site of paradise. You can spot 
this the most with the involve- 
ment of The Metatron. The 
Metatron is regarded as one of 
the most powerful and evil 
angels in Heaven. If Heaven is 
such a wonderful place, why is 
evil allowed to reside there? 

The main ending to ‘The 
Amber Spyglass’ is the battle 
between Lord Asriel’s forces 
and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and the ending to this battle 
could affect both arguments. 
Basically, The Metatron bat- 
tles with Lord Asriel and Mrs. 
Coulter, and both humans 
unite and drag the angel down 
a cliff to all of their deaths. In 
case no one has read the Dark 
Materials, Mrs Coulter is the 
mother of the main character, 
Lyra. Mrs Coulter is an evil 
woman, who has kidnapped 
her child on several occa- 
sions, once keeping her in a 
deep sleep. The ending to 
the battle could be inter- 
preted both ways. Firstly, 
angels are supernatural 
beings, however, Lord 
Asriel and Mrs Coulter are 
able to touch Metatron, 
harm Metatron and even kill 
Metatron. How are you able 
to touch a supernatural being? 
How are you able to harm a 
supernatural being, and 
how is it possible that 
you can kill supernat- 
ural beings? You 
could say that 
Pullman is 
almost show- 
ing the ma 
character- 
istics of a 



human in an angel, and could 
he comparing an angel as 
human-like. 

On the other hand, Lord 
Asriel and Mrs Coulter are 
presented throughout the 
Dark Materials as evil people. 
The ending to this battle 
shows Lord Asriel and Mrs. 
Coulter both sacrifice their 
own lives for each other and 
the protection of their child, 
Lyra. Pullman creates the mes- 
sage that family conquers all. 
Even though Lord Asriel and 
Mrs Coulter hate each other 
with a passion, they were still 
willing to give their lives for 
the protection of their child. 
Pullman shows that love and 
compassion for one another 
conquers over all kinds of evil. 
Almost a perfect ending to a 
religious battle, such as this. 

Adam Hellier, age 16 
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Mission 



Praying together, staying together: the 
joys of forming links across the water 



The Oxford Diocese agreed to form a ‘companion 
relationship’ with the diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman in South Africa more than ten years ago. 
Since then, some individual parishes have formed 
their own close links. Tom Hewson explains the 
benefits - and Nicholas Maloney describes three 
parishes which are looking to link. 



Pick a parish! 



IT was a chance encounter 
with a clergyman in 1994 that 
started our link. ‘Yes,’ I said, 
‘St. Mary’s, Hitcham Lane, 
Burnham may be interested in 
a link.’ And then there was 
silence for nine months until a 
letter arrived. Written by the 
two churchwardens of St. 
Mary Magdalene Church, 
Ritchie, Catherine and Rachel, 
it told the harrowing story of 
a community which had suf- 
fered much hardship, and pain 
under the long years of 
apartheid. The community of 
over 10,000 coloured and 
black people had been forcibly 
removed and their rich land 
given to a white farmer. They 
were virtually dumped on a 
dry and dusty place that is 
now Ritchie, some 40 kilome- 



tres south of Kimberley. Over 
the years the link has grown 
slowly. We have had to learn 
each other’s ways. We wanted 




Simon Bader, a Hitcham Lane 
churchwarden and youngsters from 
Ritchie 



to exchange letters, they pre- 
ferred the telephone. (Now we 
phone and email!) They want- 
ed regularly to pray for us, we 
gratefully accepted. They had 
needs, which went beyond 
prayer: a rectory to house a 
priest, and funding for their 
soup kitchen. We felt it impor- 



tant that we respond to these 
needs. There is 75% unem- 
ployment in Ritchie, and the 
North Cape winters are cold. 

We have also exchanged a 
number of visits over the 
years, sharing some wonderful 
times of joy, prayer, worship 
and friendship with them. 
Last January, we sent team of 
to help them launch a Ritchie 
version of Lighthouse, a sum- 
mer Christian Holiday Club 
which is in Burnham, 
Hazelemere, Princess 
Risborough and Great 
Missenden. Over 120 children 
took part. We hope that they 
will be running their Ritchie 
Lighthouse in 2004. 

Throughout this friendship, 
three key principles have 
stayed firm: 

- We commit to pray for 
each other and carry each oth- 
ers burdens 

- The link is lay led, and 
will remain so. Too often in 
Kimberley and Kuruman (and 
in Oxford Diocese) clergy 
come and go. Our lay led link 
group meets monthly and pro- 



vides much needed continuity. 

- We recognise that there is 
a financial cost for us to this 
link. God has blessed us abun- 
dantly, and we are prepared to 
share that with our brothers 




Ritchie Lighthouse 2003 



and sisters in Ritchie. 

Now eight years into this 
link we believe that we have 
been really blessed. It has 
helped us turn our focus from 
ourselves to God’s wider 
world. In that sense this link 
has been a transforming ele- 
ment in our congregation’s 
life. But equally, we have been 
given a most wonderful new 
family of brothers and sisters 
of all ages. 

Revd Tom Hewson is team vicar 
of Hitcham St Mary, Bucks 



Batlharos (St. Michael & 
All Angels) 

The Anglican Mission reached 
this area 20 km north west of 
Kuruman towards the end of the 
19th Century. Extensions to the 
existing mud-brick structure 
were added in the 20th Century. 
The church is on a larger site 
which includes health and study 
facilities. Apart from this main 
station, there are two small 
outstations. There is one priest 
and eight lay ministers and the 
parish rol I comprises 
270 families. 

Huhiidi (St. Philip) 

This is a township parish on the 
south side of Vryburg which is 
in the North West Province 160 
km south west of Mafikeng and 
200 km north of Kimberley. 
Tfce area is known as the Texas 
of South Africa: there is a large 
weekly cattle market (mainly 
Herefords) and the surrounding 
land is largely flat and dry, cov- 
ered with typical savannah 
bushfeid. Six kilometres to the 
south is Tiger Kloof, a school of 
academic excellence founded in 
the early 20th century on a 



Christian foundation. It gradu- 
ally closed following the passing 
of the Bantu Education Act of 
1955 and is now being rebuilt 
and resourced to its 
former standard. 

Tsineng (St. Monica) 

Some of you may remember the 
picture of Bishop Richard and 
Jo riding into a parish on a cart 
pulled by donkeys in 2001: that 
was Tsineng! It is a large 'rural' 
parish covering a large area 
straddling the Northern Cape 
and North West Provinces on 
the edge of the Kalahari. The 
parish comprises 19 congrega- 
tions, the furthest of which is 
150 km from the parish 
church. Nearby is a dorp (small 
village) called Hotazel which 
gives an indication of the 
weather! Unemployment is 
high - as much as 85 per cent 
in places. There are two 
priests and 60 lay ministers. 

Revd Nicholas Molony, team 
vicar of Great Marlow, is Link 
Co-ordinator for the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
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The LODGE TRUST 

The Lodge 
MARKET OVERTON 
Oakham 
Rutland LE15 7PL 
Telephone: 01572 767234 

The Lodge Trust provides a Christian 
home and place of work for adults 
with learning disabilities. 

Opportunities exist for enthusiastic, 
well motivated people to join our care 
support team. 

Registered Charity V»^/ 

No. 516835 INVESTOR IN reOPLE 



St Mary’s School 

Wantage 

kV Telephone: 01 235 773800 

-4 } ; Fax: 01 235 760467 

Email: admin@stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 
www.stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 

Girls’ Independent C of E Boarding 
and Day School Ages 11-18 
Headmistress: Mrs S Sowden 

• Scholarships at Sixth form for Academic Ability 
and Music 

• Scholarships at 13+ for Academic Ability 
and Music, Art or Sport 

• Flexible Sixth Form Options 

• Excellence in Art, Drama, ICT and Music 

• We take our weekends seriously! 

• New Campus-Wide Wireless 
Laptop Computer Link 

For further information or to arrange a visit 
please contact the 
Admissions Registrar on 

01235 768323 



THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

SIXTH FORM 

Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LP 
Tel : 01993 811431 

Email : admin.marlborough@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk 

The Marlborough School is a popular school 
with a successful Sixth Form offering a broad 
range of Advanced Level GCE and Advanced 
VCE courses. 

Prospective parents and students are welcome 
to contact the school for further details and to 
obtain a copy of our new Sixth Form 
prospectus. 

Head of Sixth Form : Mr R. Thompson 



FERNDALE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

b-itahLiitizd. in 1 Q 52 



Day Co-Education for 3-11 year olds 
Excellent academic record 
2003 : 63 places awarded 
Abingdon, Cokethorpe, Headington, 

Magdalen College, Our Lady's 
Convent, Oxford High, Rendcomb, St 
Helen & St Katharine 
Almost 100% level 4 and above at 
Key Stage 2 SATS (Most level 5) 

100% level 2 and above at 
Key Stage 1 SATS (Many level 3) 

Broad, enlightened curriculum 
Happy, caring environment 
Wide range of extra-curricular 
Activity, including Sport Art, Drama 
Music, Dance, Chess, Judo, Cookery 
IT and Swimming 

Coach Service from Swindon 

Please telephone the Headmaster 
Christopher Curl , M.A., B.Ed for further details 
5/7 Bromsgrove, 

Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7JF 
Telephone: 01367 240618 





Radley College launches a Choristership Scheme 



Radley College, an Independent boys 
boarding school situated between Oxford and 
Abingdon, is launching a new scheme aimed 
at boys between the ages of 8 to 12 
The Precentor, Stephen Clarke writes: "The 
cathedral choral tradition in this country of 
training young boys to sing as part of an all 
male choir, whilst not unique, is undoubtedly 
regarded by other countries as a treasure to 
be nurtured. One has only to look at the 
respect that British cathedral choirs 
command worldwide to appreciate the 
importance of this tradition, of which we at 
Radley are a part 

"The choir at Radley College is an essential 
part of all services in Chapel, but the intake of 
boys to the school at 13 provides very few 
who are able to sing the treble line and it is 



increasingly difficult to provide a balanced 
choir. We view this as an opportunity. We are 
proposing to start a Young Choristership 
Scheme, open to boys between the ages of 8 
and 12. These boys would sing the treble line 
at Sunday services in chapel as well as at 
other events. 

Investing in the Future 
"The young choristers will need to come to 
Radley on Sundays as well as on 2 other 
evenings after school. Many of their 
rehearsals will be done alone, learning not 
only the technique of singing, but also music 
theory and general musicianship. In addition 
to this musical education, we will provide a 
range of other benefits, including the 
provision of free instrumental lessons. We 



hope to be able to develop them as all-round 
musicians, and envisage that, once the 
scheme is running, many of them may apply 
for music awards to Radley when their 
choristerships come to an end 
"We also welcome their families to Sunday 
services at Radley (there is a Sunday School 
on most Sundays) and offer opportunities to 
families to use sports and leisure facilities at 
Radley at certain times. 

"We will be presenting the scheme primarily 
to Independent and State schools within fairly 
easy reach of Radley, as we envisage that 
many of the boys interested in becoming 
choristers will need to be local. I hope that 
this will also foster stronger links between 
Radley, the community and local schools." 

For further details, please call 01235 543034 



RADLEY COLLEGE 

Choristerships 



Radley College is looking for boys aged 
8 to 12 attending local schools to join 
the Chapel Choir 

If you have a son who enjoys singing, who 
would benefit from free theory, voice or 
instrumental tuition, and is able to come to 
Radley three times a week after school for 
tuition and rehearsals, please contact: 

Music School Administrator 
Tel: 01235 543034 • Fax: 01235 543166 
gjg@radley.org.uk 
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OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 




Education Review 




We have everything you need 
to learn a new language 



Evening Courses start 19 January 2004 

You will rapidly master your chosen language, whether it be 
Chinese ~ French ~ German ~ Italian ~ Japanese ~ Portuguese - 
Swedish ~ Turkish 



Spanish ■ 



Intensive Weekend Courses 

Italian - Spanish ~ French 

Our weekend courses are held at Oxford Brookes University three times a 
year in March, June and November 

Summer Holidays Abroad - residential schools in Italy and France 

Simultaneous Interpreting Course starts 1 9 January 2004 

Our programmes incorporate training in ail four skills 
Listening ~ Speaking - Reading ~ Writing 

according to your level and requirements. 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 
Tel: 01865 483692 
Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 
Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford 0X3 OBP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 




CHRISTIAN RUN 
RESIDENTIAL FIELD CENTRE 
FOR SCHOOL GROUPS 



AS/A2 & GCSE BIOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY 
wide variety of issues for individual projects 
programmes for all exam boards 

• tutored by our staff 

• tutor assisted 

• own run 

KEY STAGES 2 & 3 
Environmental study weeks 
with optional dinghy sailing, 
canoeing, orienteering 
and evening programmes 

for further information and booking 

call 01983 522195 or visit A^ceiftre 9 




www.medina valleycentre. org. uk 



THE MARIST SCHOOLS 

SUNNINGHILL, ASCOT •****„ 



INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 3-18 




ct <%£ Ondivtdual& 



Senior School Entrance Examination 23 January 2004 
Preparatory School Assessment Test Day 23 January 2004 
Year 1 2 Scholarship Assessments Week of 2 February 2004 

Year 7 Scholarship Assessments Week of 8 March 2004 

Preparatory School Open Day 1 2 June 2004 



Christ Church Cathedral School 




VOICE TRIAL 

Saturday 7th February 2004 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys' Day Preparatory School, T h to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modem practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modem 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford OX1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 



M 



For further details or to arrange 
a visit please telephone: 

0 1 344 626 1 37 (Preparatory School) or 
01344 624291 (Senior School) 



M 



Kings Road, Sunninghil!, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 7PS 

Registered Charity No. 225485 Welcomes all Christians 
www.themaristschools.com & those supporting its ethos 






Cranford House 

...where tradition meets 



tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 years 
and boys 3-7 years 

Senior School 
Entrance Examination 
& Scholarship Day 

(for pupils entering Senior School in September 2004) 

Saturday 7 February 2004 

For further details contact: 

Mrs Joan Gibson 

Headmistress 

Cranford House School, Moulsford, 
Oxon 0X10 9HT 
Telephone: 01491 651218 

E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
www.cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 

Cranford House is situated on the A329 between 
Streatley and Wallingford 



What makes Kingham Hill special? 



Our family-style 
boarding houses, 92 
acres of glorious 
Cotswold countryside 
and the belief that 
education should 
develop the whole 
person preparing them 
for the realities of life. 
The School has a 
strong Christian ethos 
and this year we have 
been in the grips of 
'Chapel Centenary 
Mania 7 with Christian 
artists, magicians, 
bands, comedians and 
even escapologists 
joining the School to 
celebrate 100 years of 
God's faithfulness and 
goodness. Find out 
more by visiting our 
website: 
www.kingham- 
hill.oxon.sch.uk 
We offer our 250, Il- 
ls year old girls and 
boys a range of 
creative and 
educational 
opportunities helping 
them to form positive 
attitudes and develop 
genuine strength of 
character. We are 
leaders in the 
development of 
AVCE's, an alternative 
to the A level, and our 
students leave School, 
for university or 
employment, equipped 
with skills which 
enable them to 
practically develop 
their studies and 
career. 

The best way to 
experience Kingham 
Hill is by visiting us! 

On Saturday 24th 
January and 1st May 
2004 from 9.30am, we 
have an Open Morning. 
Please call Elizabeth 



Langmead, 01608 
658999 for details. 
Another way to 
experience a real 'feel' 



of Kingham Hill is to 
watch our DVD, please 
call Elizabeth for your 
own copy. 



THE MANOR 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Faringdon Road, Abingdon, 

Oxon 0X13 6LN 




We warmly welcome boys, age 3 to 7, 
and girls, age 3 to 11, into a happy, 
stimulating and ordered environment in 
which every child can fully develop 
academically and socially. 

Why not ring or email us for a 
prospectus or come and visit us? 

We'd be delighted to meet you 
and show you round . 

Telephone : 01235 523789 

Email: registrar@manorprep.oxon.sch.uk 
www.manorprep.com 



I.A.P.S. 



$ 



C.S.A. 



St George's Chapel and 
St George's School, Windsor Castle 

Director of the Music : Timothy Byram-Wigfield, B.A., F.R.C.O. 

Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory Day and 
Boarding School for Boys and Girls 3-13 years. 

VOICE TRIALS 

for Boys (6 - 9 years old) 

on Saturday 6th March 2004 

Open Auditions will be held for Choristerships 
(worth up to 50% of the school fees and one award of 100%) 

Visit our website to find out more about the daily life of a Chorister 
at St George's Chapel, Windsor 



For further information, please contact: 
j. Roger Jones, Head Master St George's School, Windsor Castle 
Berkshire SL4 1QF 

Tel: 01753 865553 Fax: 01753 842093 

Email: > figs stgwmdsor co.ui Website: www.slgwmdsouo uk 




ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 



ENTRANCE 

EXAMINATION 

for admission to Year 7 in the Senior Department 

SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2004 

For an application form and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

St Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls. 
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Our Lady’s Convent ...soaring ahead... Setting the scene 



This has already been an 
exciting term for students at 
Our Lady's. Apart from 
ongoing studies and the best 
results yet in A Level and 
GCSE there is much to 
enrich their daily 
experience. In lessons the 



annual partnership with 
Japanese students took 
place in October. Vivid 
presentations about fashion, 
weddings and tea 
ceremonies from the guests 
with colourful accessories 
delighted Year 9 students. 



LADYMEDE SCHOOL 

Little Kimble, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 OXP. 

Tel: 01844 346154 Fax: 01844 275660 
www.ladymedeschool.bucks3Ch.uk 

A Co-Educational Preparatory Day School 
For Boys & Girls aged 3-11 years 

Founded in 1939, Ladymede offers a first class education 
with excellent results to local 1 1 + Grammar Schools and 
Senior Independent Schools. 

Come and see for yourself what Ladymede can offer your 
child. For more information please contact the school by 
telephone or email. 

• Confident pupils • Successful pupils • Courteous pupils 

• All children are encouraged to develop their own talents and potential 

• An emphasis on personal achievement in all areas 

• Traditional values in a caring and stimulating environment 

• Friendly family atmosphere 

• A happy and purposeful working environment 

• All Day Care offered 7.45am - 6.30pm 

• Wide extra-curricular activities 

• Academic scholarships available from 7 years 

• Opportunities for individual music tuition 

• Ladymede is a member of I.S A 

• We warmly welcome visitors throughout the year 




IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, 
Prep School for 3-13 year olds. 




close to 

Aylesbury, Buckingham, Woburn, 
Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard 



For details contact Mrs C Holfowday 

Swanbourne House 



telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
web site www.swanbourne.org 
email office@swanbourne.org 



During her visit Beverley 
Naidoo spoke passionately 
to girls studying Religious 
Studies and English in Years 
10 and 1 1 about how a writer 
can respond to powerful 
situations by shaping 
material from real life into 
fiction, and encouraged 
them to consider their own 
responses to prejudice and 
basic human rights. Year 7 
heard S F Said speak about 
his recently published book 
Varjak Paw inspired by 
watching his own kitten. 
They could identify with his 
descriptive material that 
captured so well the antics 
and adventures of their own 
cats. 

Shakespeare beckoned Year 
8 to Stratford for lively 
workshops in Hamlet and 
they were later able to see 
Hampton Court setting it all 
in context. The production of 
the Caucasian Chalk Circle is 
to be performed at the end 
of term with our Sixth Form 
thespians and players from 
Radley College. 

For a change one of the 
Young Enterprise companies 
'the Original Polka Dot 
Company' is conducting a 
service business. Lower 
Sixth are cleaning cars and 
waitressing at local 
functions. Income is pouring 
in! The other, Sweet Sixteen 
busily makes goods to sell. 
Fundraising for the World 
Challenge to Peru has also 
set tills ringing... and Year 9 
slipped down to Dorset for a 
long weekend in glorious 
sunshine for an ICT and 
adventure sports weekend. 
Now we look forward to. . .. 
Our Christmas Fayre in the 
Abbey Hall at Abingdon, a 



wonderful celebration of 
creativity involving members 
across the school and for 
the enjoyment of the whole 
community; and the 
exchange preparations are 
well under way for Years 10 
and 11 to Prades, near 
Perpignan - southwest 
France - a pretty historic 
mediaeval city. The return 



visit to Abingdon by 
teenagers from the host 
families in France will take 
place in March ... art 
exhibitions, concerts, more 
plays, sporting exploits... 
will continue to punctuate 
our work... the challenge is 
making the most of the time 
and the opportunities 
ahead... 



OUR LADY'S 

founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 

A 

\QUOP/ 



CONVENT SENIOR SCHOOL 
for 390 Girls aged 1 1 -18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• caring Christian environment 

• chapel • scholarships B bursaries 

• high academic standards 

• superb ICT Suites and Sixth Form Centre 

• stunning user friendly library 

• small classes 

• attractive modern facilities 

• playing fields • sports hall 

• large indoor heated swimming pool 
• extensive bus network 
www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 
Why not telephone for a prospectus? 




SECRETARY 

ST.JOHN’S COLLEGE, OXFORD 



A suitably experienced person is sought to work with the 
Senior Dean and the Chaplain on a split-job basis. 
Normal secretarial and administrative skills are required 
as well as good computer skills and use of English. An 
ability to use simple desktop publishing, to design 
electronically leaflets, posters etc., and some knowledge 
of liturgy and church music would be very helpful, but not 
essential. 

The successful candidate will have a mature outlook, a 
flexible approach and a sympathetic attitude to students. 
An ability to be discreet is essential. 

The post is full-time during each ten-week term, but 
during college vacations considerably less hours will be 
needed. It may also be necessary on occasions to work in 
the general office. Salary will be on the University 
Clercal and Secretarial scale Grade 3, £13,771-17,416 
per annum, pro rata to the hours worked. The College 
provides free lunches, but no parking facilities. 

Further particulars are available from the College 
website: www.sjc.ox.ac.uk or from the College Office 
college.office@sjc.ox.ac.uk Applications, including a 
full CV, should be sent to the Academic Administrator by 
23 December 2003. Applicants should ask two referees 
to write by the same date to the Academic Administrator, 
St John's College, Oxford 0X1 1JP. It is hoped that 
interviews will be held in mid January 2004. 

St. John's is an equal opportunities employer. 





Headington 
School Oxford 



INDFl’ENOBNY HOARDING and pay school 
FUR 700 GIRLS AGED IMS. SEPARATE JUNIOR SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS AGED 3-1 1. BOYS AGED V4 * 



Breadth of Opportunity 



Outstanding Art 



Scholarship ? 
& Bursaries 



Separate Junior 
School 



First Raft? 
Music 



Perfor min g 
Arts Centre 



Academic Excellence 



Headington School Oxford. Admission*: 01865 75V1 1 Fax* 01 865 760268 
email: admisMcmsi&headmgtiTO.orj: www.hcadingt6n.ors 



The Butler Centre 

FOR EDUCATION 

offering new opportunities for 
children in Wantage 

CENTRE MANAGER 

Following the recent move of the very successful Church of 
England Primary School in Wantage into new buildings, the 
original infants school building in Church Street Is being 
transformed into an exciting new Community Education Centre to 
meet the needs of 21st century families. This major project 
reflects the commitment of the local church to reach out into the 
community in a practical way. 

The Butler Centre will offer high quality educational and childcare 
opportunities in out-dfschool-hours clubs for Years 1 to 6 and 
daycare provision for Foundation Stage chiIcfrehV k ' r 

To help us achieve this vision, we are now recruiting a Centre 
Manager to play a major role in setting up the Centre and to be 
responsible for all aspects of its management. You will develop 
the detailed plans and policies for the operation of the Centre and 
be responsible for recruiting and managing a team of professional 
staff. You should have at least five years' relevant experience in 
the education or childcare sector and share our commitment to u 
the success of this exciting and innovative project. 

For further details and information about how to apply, please 
contact Alastair Hunter on 07785 371558. 

The Butler Centre Is a charitable company established by the church for the 
benefit of the whole community and is committed to equal opportunities 



THORNTON 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 



fust 8 miles from 
Milton Keynes & 5 
miles from 
Buckingham , off the 
A421 &A422 



C ongratulations to our pupils at 
Thornton, the top non-selective 
GCSE school in Milton Keynes & 
Buckinghamshire, once again featured 
in 'The Times' Top Schools Listing. 

Our considerable academic successes are 
testament to our firm belief that a child 
achieves best when happy. The all girl 
school environment ensures that our 
pupils gain maturity, confidence, self 
esteem and respect for others. 



GCSE 2003: 
41% A*/ A 



1 00% pass rate 
92% 5+ A* - C 



The Genevieve 
Nursery 

• Bespoke nursery for 
children aged - 4+ 

• Creative, stimulating 
& safe environment 

• Wide variety of 
sessions available 

• Fully qualified 
teachers as well as 
experienced & 
qualified nursery staff 

• Structured learning 
& play 



Tel: 01280 812610 

email: registrar@thorntoncollege.com 

www.thorntoncollege.com 



Daily Transport 

Extended hours 8am - 8pm 
Weekly, termly & occasional 
boarding 

Impressive sports facilities 

All denominations warmly 
welcome 
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Volunteering 

Sharing the love around 



why volunteering is its own reward 



EVERY 5 December is International Volunteers Day, when the 
work of volunteers around the world is celebrated. The work of 
. volunteers goes largely unsung and yet without them, parts of our 
"society would grind to a halt. Here, we look at just a few of the 
volunteers who work in our diocese, day in day out, regardless of 
reward and ask them: What makes you do it? 



m . round’ is a 

fl saying that 

M agree with, 

% r 7 as Christians, 
because we 
know that God is 
love and that He created the 
world, redeemed it and sus- 
tains it. And love - translated 
into goodwill, a sense of well- 
being and job satisfaction - 
is our motivation as well 
as our principal reward 
as volunteers. 

How do we define a volun- 
teer? Perhaps first we notice 
the difference between work 
and employment. We could 
think of volunteers as those 
who work at something but 
are not remunerated for that 
particular activity. 



In that sense we all, at many 
different times, work as volun- 
teers. For example, a full-time 
employee comes home from a 
demanding job and goes out 
again in the evening to help at 
a community event; a child 
comes home from school and 
agrees to wash up the tea 
things; a retired person takes 
up an activity quite different 
from or very similar to their 
previous employment. We can 
think of hundreds of exam- 
ples, in our own and others 
lives, which become part of 
our daily activities. 

What motivates a volunteer? 
Love, commitment, meeting a 
need, staving off boredom, 
spending time with other peo- 
ple, learning a new skill, filling 
a gap. The list is long. What are 
the rewards? They are consider- 
able, for all of us. Job satisfac- 
tion becomes a high priority. 



Observing a job that needs 
doing and making available our 
time, skills, commitment and 
faithfulness to get it done; see- 
ing someone’s need, and giving 
freely and generously of our 
time and attention to meet that 
need. Taking on extra work in 
our place of employment to 
cover for someone else when 
they are ill or absent. Even 
though we are not remunerated 
as volunteers, we are rewarded 
by a sense of being needed, by 
the goodwill generated by the 
activity, by an atmosphere of 
gratitude, by appreciation and 
encouragement. 

Clemency Fox does voluntary 
work for The Door and is also 
churchwarden at St Nicholas 
church Marston, Oxford. 




O be totally 
honest my 
wish to vol- 
unteer was 
a deep 
desire to 
fulfil a need 
to give some- 
thing back to 
the country and society in 
which I was born and bred 



and have had a very comfort- 
able life. To give a helping 
hand to people who are not as 
fortunate as my family or 
myself. 

The opportunity to fulfil 
this long felt wish came on my 
retirement, as I now had time 
and energy to devote to help- 
ing people in my community. 
Volunteering has enabled me 
to expand my personal skills 
such as committee and admin- 
istrative work, performing 
DIY jobs for clients has 
enabled me to improve my 
practical skills. I am told that 
the time and effort given to 
the clients I have helped is 
appreciated and I get a lot of 
personal satisfaction and a 
sense achievement and enjoy- 
ment from the people I meet, 
both clients and colleagues. 4 
David Bradley is a ‘jack of all 
trades’ and is a member of 
Volunteer Link Up, Witney 

WHY do I volunteer? It’s really 
because I don’t feel I have any 
choice. When I see the pover- 
ty, injustice, war and disease 
in the world I feel so angry 
and impotent. Giving money 



is fine, I do that, but it doesn’t 
feel like enough. Therefore I 
give my time, firstly to try 
and raise more money than 
I could do alone. Secondly 
to try and convince other 
people that we who have so 
much, often at the expense 
of those with so little, have a 
duty to try and redress the bal- 
ance. I am Secretary of the 
Aylesbury Christian Aid 
Committee. I support 
Christian Aid because they 
work with partner agencies in 
poor countries that know 
what the people really need, 
not what we think they need. 
Another thing I like about 
Christian Aid is that they also 
campaign to alter the struc- 
tures keeping people in pover- 
ty. Their slogan is ‘We believe 
in life before death’ which I 
feel sums it up well. I am lucky 
enough to have a secure, com- 
fortable life. Rattling a collect- 
ing tin, knocking on a few 
doors or holding a jumble sale 
is the least I can do to help 
those with so little. 

Sue Barber is a member of Holy 
Trinity Church Aylesbury 



WHEN we moved to 
Witney we were 
welcomed into 
the community 
and when the 
opportunity to 
join Volunteer 
Link Up came, I 
saw it as the chance 
to give something back 
to our adopted town. Since 
then my voluntary contribu- 
tions have included gardening, 
decorating, helping with 
paperwork, unpacking after a 
house move and much more. 
Volunteering has helped me to 
find the heart of the place, to 
meet some residents and par- 
ticularly the older generation, 
who have the best stories to 
tell! My motives may be com- 
pletely selfish - I enjoy myself 
and derive great satisfaction 
from a job well done and one 
day may need help myself. Am 
I storing up points? 

Sandie Jackson is a member of 
Volunteer Link Up, Witney 
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOOK WEBSITE: WWW.MASTERSUN.CO. UK 

MasterSun, Thames House, 63-67 Kingston Rd, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3PB 
Tel 020 8942 9442 Fax 020 8949 4396 email: brochures@mastersun.co.uk www.mastersun.co.uk 



Send this coupon to MasterSun, Thames 
House, 63-67 Kingston Road, New 
Malden, Surrey KT3 3PB 

DOOR 






Free brochures 



Please send the following brochures 
° summer 2004 
° wintersun 2003-04 
o ski 2003-04 
° Bible lands cruises 2004 
° Annual travel insurance 



Name 

Address 



Postc ode 

email 



Imagine a glorious beach on a 
sun-kissed Greek island. Add a 
good quality hotel with a 
swimming pool, a 
Christian staff team, 
free children’s clubs, 
watersports, Bible 
based Christian 
ministry and a huge 
choice of excursions 
and activities and you 
have a holiday recipe 
to suit almost 
everyone. 

Impossible - no all 
this is standard with 



MasterSun! With three exclusive 
beach hotels in the Greek islands 
and other holidays throughout the 
year, there is sure to 
be a holiday that will 
suit you. Try it now - 
ask for the MasterSun 
summer brochure for 
full details of these 
and many other top 
quality Christian 
holidays. Phone 
020 8942 9442 
or use the 
coupon on 
the right 
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Arts 



BOOKS 



ART 



Saint Nicholas and the birth 
of Father Christmas 

St Nicholas is a children’s book written for 4 to 8 year olds by Mary Joslin and illustrated by 
Helen Cann. 

The story of St Nicholas is set in a town called Myra in the eastern Mediterranean and the 
weather is usually very hot and there is even rain sometimes. The houses in Myra are usually 
domed (if they can afford it) and flat. Myra also has many hidden and secret paths between hous- 
es. The rich houses are decorated with different colours and sparkling jewels whilst the poor hous- 
es are just beige with flat roofs. 

There are many delightful characters included in this book, first of all St Nicholas, a n old man 
who is giving, thankful and kind - what else could you ask for? Then there are three sisters who 
are dreamy welcoming girls who wish for nothing else than their own weddings. And finally there 
is the father who is prepared to work for a single scrap of food. 

The action is set around St Nicholas at the wedding. The people who are organised the wed- 
ding are so thankful for his help they give him gold coins. St Nicholas remembered the father who 
helped fix the church roof, he then runs to the house and throws the coins down the chimney. The 
family receive the coins and begin to start living a normal life again. 

The illustrations surround the writing and give a brilliant effect. They give the final touch to 
this fantastic book. Overall it is worth reading and I give it 8/10 for sheer brilliance. 

By James Macaulay, age 11 
Hampstead Norreys CE Primary, Berkshire 

The story is set in a hot town in Israel. There are palm trees and there are also camels. It looks a 
bit like Bethlehem. 

The main person is St Nicholas and he is a kind, caring man who gives people something in 
return for something they have given him. He also believes very strongly in God. There is also the 
father who is very grateful and tries to earn a few pennies here and there. The father has three 
children who have to beg on the streets and come home at night. They also rely on the pennies 
they get. 

In this story there is not much action, but it is about Saint Nicholas getting some money from 
wedding guests, then going to the father’s house and dropping money down the chimney for say- 
ing thank you for fixing the church that day for the wedding. It is a very good story. 

This book has short sentences. It is very easy to read and children will love it, it is very simple. 

I would give this book 9/10. It has great lines and you will really like it. It’s a great book. 

By William Nevill,age 9 
Hampstead Norreys CE Primary, Berkshire 




Oxford anthems from St Barnabas 



The choir of St Barnabas 
Church, Oxford, have record- 
ed their favourite anthems on 
a splendid limited edition CD. 
The result is 70 minutes of 
beautiful Church music. 

The tracks were chosen by 
choir members themselves. 



They include unaccompanied 
anthems and pieces with 
organ accompanied by 
Michael Broadway, the organ- 
ist and choirmaster since 
1955. The conductor is Bob 
Lowrie who has assisted 
Michael since 1968. The CD 



fitbcm* from Itoroaiu* 



costs £10 and can be ordered 
from Dr R S Lowrie, 32 
Westfield 
Road, 

Wheatley, 

Oxford or 
call 01865 
874968. 




WcAAing Stationery 

www.weddlng-stationery.com 

Visit our website or 
contact us for details 
and free samples 
Illustrated ^ 

Stationery 

Tel : 029 2081 ^1 024*^ 

Fax: 0292081(2 

dorothv@weddingAtat>6nervcorn 
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OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

Tel: 01227 830344 



National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

t Email: deacons. nursery@ 
btopenworld 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill. PO Box 20 (CP). Braunton. Devon. EX33 2YX (0 1 27 1 ) 8 1 7093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



FIRST RAY COVERS aad 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 



Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver Items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. | 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon OX16 3RA H OUS1D g 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 * A 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 



Journeying to a personal faith, with John Stott 



JOHN Stott is well known for 
his many books (including his 
best-selling Basic Christianity) 
and his teaching ministry (first 
at All Souls, Langham Place, 
London and then all over the 
world). So why is he a 
Christian? What have been the 
influences on his spiritual life? 

Although the book starts 
from the personal, this is not an 
account of faith that says, 
'Well, it has worked for me, but 
it isn't necessarily the right way 
for you/ John Stott is con- 
vinced that Christianity is the 
true way, that Jesus Christ is 
the fulfilment of our aspira- 
tions, the key to our freedom. 

The book is, as we would 



expect from John Stott, written 
clearly and carefully with plen- 
ty of apt real-life examples and 
quotations, from Augustine's 
'You have made us for yourself 
and our heart is restless until it 
rests in you', to Woody Allen's 
'It's not that I'm afraid to die. I 
just don't want to be there when 
it happens/ We can read it to 
find out about John Stott's 
faith (although there is little 
biography in the book— to know 
more about his life you need to 
turn to Timothy Dudley-Smith's 
two-volume autobiography). 
We can read It for encourage- 
ment in our own faith, or we 
can give it to someone whose 
faith is wavering. But John 



Stott's main aim in writing, I 
am sure, is to help those who 
want to find a personal faith of 
their own, as he did many years 
ago. It ends with a prayer of 
commitment for those who 
want to respond to 'the greatest 
of all invitations'. 

Give it as a worth-while 
Christmas present! 

By Clare Wenham 



WHY I AM A 




CHRISTIAN 



JOHN STOTT 



INTER-VARSITY PRESS 



£7.99 



Against the odds: from troubled teenager to Church of England vicar 



FOR some people, the 
Christian path is smooth and 
natural. For others it’s tough 
and (as they say) character 
forming. Here is a story of 
faith, courage and stubborn 
determination - and the 
author says that is just on 
God’s side. 

Author Mark Edwards has 



posed God a few problems in 
his time but emerged with 
buoyant confidence in his 
Lord and an effective ministry 
in the Church. Central to the 
story have been key relation- 
ships which are explored here 
with honesty and sensitivity. 
Above all, Mark describes the 
lasting strength of two part- 



nerships in his life: with 
Mark’s wife Lesley and with 
God, a God of infinite hope. 

Tears in the Dark: A story of 
hope by Mark Edwards is 
available from Paternoster 
Press in January 2004. 




Association 



Music in the Abbey 

Following the success of OSJ's (Orchestra of St John's) 

Music in the Abbey Festival in Dorchester Abbey earlier 

this year, they will be returning at 

7.30 pm on Saturday 20 December for a performance of 

Handel's Messiah. 0SJ will be joined by an impressive 

array of soloists for Messiah including 

local celebrity, contralto Christine Cairns. 

All three Music in the Abbey concerts with world-renowned 
cellist Steven Isserlis in September were completely sold 
out. Demand for the performance 
of Handel's Messiah is expected to be even higher and early 
booking is essential. 

The concert is part of OSJ's expansion of Music in the 
Abbey in Dorchester Abbey to include a year round series 
of concerts in addition to the weekend long September 
festival. In the past, lack of heating in the building has 
meant that winter concerts were impractical, but a newly 
installed heating system allows for year round 
performances. 

John Lubbock, OSJ's Artistic Director, is renowned for his 
performances of Messiah. Commenting on the concert, he 
said: "Dorchester Abbey is a beautiful medieval church with 
fine acoustics that are perfect for Handel's Messiah. 
Performing Handel's masterpiece in such atmospheric 
surroundings will be my highlight of the festive season." 
Tickets from Tickets Oxford 

A £22.50; B £16.00 (£14.00); C £10.00 (£8.00); £5 (on 
the door standing only tickets - subject to availability) 

Tel 01865 305305 (9.30am-6.30pm Mon-Sat, 10.00am- 
6.30pm Wed) www.ticketsoxford.com 







OSJ 

Artistic Director: John Lubbock 



h 

music* 

ABBEY 



Music in the Abbey, 

Dorchester Abbey. 

Handers Messiah 

DSJ (Orchestra of St John’s] and OSJ Voices 

Soprano: Yvette Bonner 
Contralto: Christine Cairns 
Tenor: Brendan MacBride 

Bass: William Peel 

Saturday 20 December 2003 

7:30 pm Dorchester Abbey, 
Dorchester-on-Thames 

Tickets from £8.00 - £22.50 

Box Office: 01865 305305 
www. ticketsoxf or d .co.uk 

or in person from: 

Hair and Body Workshop, Festival sponsor: 

65 High Street^ 

Dorchester-on-Thames CISS 

WWW.OSj.Org.uk The Taste of Honey 



THE ASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM SHOP 

in Beaumont Street Oxford 

Will be open daily throughout 
December 10am-5pm 
(2pm-5pm Sunday) for the sale 
of Christmas cards and a whole range of 
calendars, gift wrap, books and giftware. 
Telephone: 

(01865) 288185 



XMAS 
TREES 

Norway Spruce 
Ormorika, Nordman 
Fir, Noble Fir, Scots Pine 2' - 20' 

Sawn, Rooted, Rootball 8 Potted 
FREE NETTING SERVICE, HOLLY WREATHS, TREE LIGHTS . 



O / DELIVERY SERVICE - OPEN EVERY DAY IN DE 

/ Tel: 01295 270789 


c 


© 


Visit our website: xmas-trees.net 

BODICOTE FLYOVER 
FARM SHOP 

White Post Road, Bodicote, Ni Banhury 


~o 



LLANDAFF II CATHEDRAL 




la, „ • - ^ .. 

The building dates back to the 13th century 
Open from 8am to 7pm 
Daily services. Book and Gift shop 
Welcomers on duty most days 
Guided tours by arrangement 
Tel: 02920 564554 
Fax: 02920 563897 
Email: office@llandaffcathedral.org.uk 
www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk 







the Door 1 


l 


lo 




s... with a Christmas story 



A chance encounter. 



A short story by Peter Mottley 



i RECOGNISED her at once. I 
mean, she wasn’t a teenager 
any more, but the years had 
been good to her. 

I was in Jerusalem on busi- 
ness, and there was this little 
crowd of people on a street 
corner, so I wandered over to 
see what was going on. 

‘Hello,’ I said. ‘Remember 
me? You gave birth in my 
barn. Thirty years ago, it 
must be.’ 

^ She embraced me like a 
long-lost relative. ‘You were 
so kind,’ she said. ‘We’ve 
prayed for you ever since.’ 

‘I guess your prayers must 
have worked,’ I told her. ‘I’ve 
never had it so good. And 
what about you? Is your hus- 
band here?’ 

‘Joseph died some years 
ago,’ she said. 

‘And what about the little 
fellow? Is he doing well?’ 

She pointed to the young 
man at the centre of the knot 
of people. ‘My son Jesus the 
rabbi,’ she said proudly. 

‘My word, he’s grown,’ I 
said. 

How stupid can you get? 
Of course he’d grown. The 
last time I’d seen him, he was 
only an hour old. 

It was Census time. I’d been 
booked solid for months. The 
restaurant was full, the bar 
q was crowded, I was worked 
off my feet, and we were 
short-staffed. And then this 
wally turned up. His wife was 



nine months gone, they’d got 
nowhere to stay, and it was 
freezing cold. I knew for a fact 
there was nowhere else in 
town. Even the B&Bs were 
full. Even the doss-houses 
were full. So what else could I 
do? ‘If you don’t mind sharing 
with a couple of cows, you 
can bunk down in the barn,’ I 
told him. ‘You can take your 
donkey in there with you as 
well.’ Leave the donkey out- 

Td rooted around in the 
attic and found some 
swaddling left over 
from when my youngest 
was born, some twelve 
years previously 



side, and it would have 
been nicked before morn- 
ing. Come the big round- 
up, you get every possi- 
ble kind of thief in 
town from cut-purses 
t o 

burglars, from tax- 
gatherers to lawyers. 

Anyway, they’d 
hardly unpacked 
their bags when she 
started to go into 
labour. Well, I’d had 
six kids of my own, 
so I knew exactly 
what to do: get plenty 
of hot water, then keep 
out of the way. My wife, God 



rest her soul, never wanted me 
anywhere near her when she 
was pupping. Nor for about 
a year afterwards, come 
to that... 

A few hours later, when the 
madhouse in the bar had 
calmed down a bit, and most 
of the guests had gone to bed, 
I went down to see how they 
were getting on. Took them a 
jug of ale and some bread 
and cheese - nothing 
fancy, but enough 
to keep their 
bellies from 
rum- 
bling. 

And 



I’d rooted around in the attic 
and found some swaddling left 
over from when my youngest 
was born, some twelve years 
previously. Well, none of it 
was costing me anything. 
Come morning, the ale would 
be flat and the bread would be 
stale anyway, and I’d only 
dump it in the bin or feed it to 
the animals. And it 
wasn’t as if 



I was 




ever going to need the 
baby clothes again. My 
wife had made up 
her mind. 

Anyway, back to the pres- 
ent. The crowd dispersed, and 
Mary (it had taken a few 
moments, but I’d eventually 
remembered her name), beck- 
oned her son over. ‘Jesus,’ she 
said, ‘this is the innkeeper I 
used to tell you about. The 
one that owned the inn where 
you were born.’ 

He shook my hand. ‘I was 
hungry and you gave me 
food,’ he said. ‘I was thirsty, 
and you gave me something to 
drink. I was a stranger, and 
you took me in.’ 

‘Actually, it was your par- 
ents that I took in,’ I said. 
‘And he wouldn’t let us 
pay,’ Mary said. 

He had a strange 
look in his eye, as 
if he was staring at 
something half a 
world away. ‘I 
was naked, and 
you clothed 
me,’ he con- 
t i n u e d , 
almost as if 
I wasn’t 
there. ‘I 
was sick, 
and 



you visited me...’ 

‘I don’t remember that,’ I 
said. 

‘...I was in prison, and you 
came to me.’ 

‘Not me,’ I said. ‘I haven’t 
seen you for thirty years.’ 

He was still staring into 
space. ‘Inasmuch as you have 
done it to the least of my 
brothers, so you have done it 
to me.’ 

I didn’t even know he had 
any brothers. I looked at 
Mary, to see if she could help, 
but she just shook her head. 
‘Half the time, even I don’t 
know what he’s talking 
about,’ she murmured. 

At last he came back down 
to earth and looked me in the 
eye. ‘You shall enter into the 
life eternal,’ he said. ‘Come, 
mother.’ 

Without another word, he 
strode away, a dozen or so 
other men straggling along 
behind him. 

I watched them till they 
were out of sight, then carried 
on with my business. 

Three years ago, that was. 
As it happens, I’ve got to go 
into Jerusalem again this 
Passover. If they’re still 
around, I’ll look them up. 
Buy them supper, or some- 
thing. Just for old times’ 
sake... 

Illustration by Richard 
Remington 
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'You are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people 
from their sins . .Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel’ 
Matthew 1:21,23 

Shakespeare said that a rose 
by any other name would 
smell as sweet, which is 
undoubtedly true. But that 
doesn’t mean that names 
aren’t important. Names 
colour our view of people - 
who would call their little 
boy Adolf? 

All through the Bible 
names are highly significant. 
Sometimes God himself is 
said to ‘name’ people - 
Abraham, for instance. Jesus 
named Simon as ‘Peter’, the 
rock. And at this Christmas 
season we are reminded that 
the name ‘Jesus’ itself was 
not simply a matter of Joseph 
and Mary discussing what to 
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call their new baby boy. It 
was the angel of God who 
named him: Jesus. That name 
- Yeshua in Hebrew - was 
also the name of the man 
who led the Israelites into 
Canaan, usually rendered in 
English as Joshua. So the 
name was already associated 
with a mighty saviour (which 
explains the second part of 
the angel’s message). At 
Bethlehem a greater ‘Joshua’ 
was to be born, one who 
would also lead his people 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Hope in the 
Wilderness (BRF). 



into a new and promised 
kingdom. But this time the 
waters to cross would not be 
those of Jordan but the 
waters of death, and the 
promised land would be 
nothing less than the king- 
dom of heaven. 

God with us 

Another name occurs in 
Matthew’s account of the 
birth of Jesus, ‘Emmanuel’- 
words taken from the 
prophet Isaiah and applied to 
the baby yet to be born. 

It means ‘God with us’. 
Whatever Isaiah meant by it, 
for Christians it captures a 
profound truth. At 
Bethlehem, in some mysteri- 
ous way, the God of eternity 
entered the world of mortali- 
ty. God who is always present 
in his world became tangible 
and visible in that baby in 
the manger and in the 
man from Galilee. 
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